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Tue Soltan [ Caldutta] of & 5th es that the recent statement 
1 in Parliament by Sir E. Grey, that he did not 
er in Türr. 5 intend taking’ any repressive measures in con- 
nexion with ths agitation i Egypt for self. government, was not prompted by 


any liberal and generous feelings. It is hard to understand the signifieance 


of 7 te political moves. They say one thing and do another. The 
British Military forces ii Egypt ate being steadily added to, so that, if 
nécéssaty, they may be émployed for the oppression of advocates of self- 
government in Egypt. at 
2. The Hitvaria [Calcutta 8 the 24th ** notes :— 
| 3 The internal affairs of Egypt are gettin 
ae complicated day by day. The 4 An — 
agitating for administrative reforms, demanding full parliamentary institution. 
It appears that they now dislike to continue subservient to the British Govern- 
ment. The latter, on their part, will not presumably leave them so soon. 
Let us sse how this agitation ends? : 
3. The Islam [Calcutta] of the 25th March reproduces, without acknow- 
ledgment, the article published in the Samay warning 
the Musalmans of the impending fate of Egypt and 
3 and exhorting them to be up and doing (see R. N. P. for 23 March, 
5 4. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 15th March writes that the Amir’s recent 
in Ante tn Ende, visit to India must have been connected with an 
| - indirect and hidden, if not a direct, political 
urpose, for special care was taken in the course of the tour to impress His 
ajesty with the number and strength of the British Military force, etc. 
Furthermore, although Lord Minto did not directly hold any converse with 


Morocco and Egypt. 


the intermediaty of Lord Kitchener. | 
5. Referring to the Amir’s refusal to grant an interview to the Jirgas of 
; the North-West frontier tribes while on his way 
4 Ine Amina refusal of interview back to Afghanistan, the Hindi Bangavasi N N 
8 of the 25th Mareh remarks that this is the result o 
the handsome treatment accorded to His Majesty by the English, during his 
last tour in India. : 


His Majesty on political topics, many ideas have been interchanged through a 


6. What means this Lear oe gr 4 N 1. * * peas and 

f f ngland, asks the Daily Hitavadi alcutta | of 

England ond Russia in Penn. the 2 did March? Is it really for — — Je 

Embassies as is avowed, or is it for gaining a permanent footing in the 
respective “spheres of influence ? | | | — 

7. The Soltan * of the 15th March, after reporting that the idea 

of appointing a Commissioner to inquire into 


Persian politics. foreign concessions in Persia, has been given up by 


the Persian Government, proceeds to remark that there is no doubt that the 


Persian Government has been able to realise its own ultimate destiny. But 
it has decided to proceed on the path of advancement with slow and 
cautious steps. No Asiatic is now left who cannot understand the significance 
of the crooked political ways and moves of Europeans. Asiatics are now very 
careful, and a new age will so in a short time dawn on Asia. Wonderful 
2 es are inevitable in the political affairs of China, Persia, Afghanistan, 
and India. ie 
8. The Daily Hitabadi Hse of the 25th March says that the dearth 
5 f of news from Persia cannot fail to rouse the greatest 
he n apprehension of something serious in that country. 
No one will be deluded by Reuter’s announcement that the troops sent to 
Persia by England and Russia are small in number. 5 
9. Half a century ago, writes the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd 


March, England was not so änzious to make friends fee 


Bugland 585 bn. with the powers of the world as she appears now. 


France, Japan and Italy are already the allies of England. Friendly negotia- 
tions with Russia are going on apace, His Majesty, Edward VII, proposes 
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to pay an official visit to the King of Spain in April next. Wicked people 
there are who would suggest that this anxiety for universal friendship on the 
part of England betrays her weakness. : 

Patty Hrravapr. 


ee 10. The same paper quotes Lord Elgin's speech, and observes that the 
„ ee ail British Ministers can do little or nothing towards. 
eae ee raat Colonies, removing the grievances of the Colonial Indians, 
inasmuch asthe Colonists have grown too big for 
the British to handle them. The considerations of justice and fair play have 
no hold on the Colonists. Under such circumstances it would be 1 short 
of insanity to expect any good to the Indians from an informal conference with 
a few delegates to the Colonial Conference. a 
Dar Hitavapt, 11. Referring to the measure recently passed by the new Transvaal 


March 25th, 1907. Parliament, practically excluding the Asiatics from 
The exclusion of Orientals from that count 


ry, and to the attitude of Lord Selborne. 
e the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th March 
observes that the British authorities have absolutely no control over the. 


Colonials. The Colonial Indians can therefore entertain no hope of having 
their grievances redressed by the British Government. The only course now 
left to them is to depend upon their own resources to defend themselves. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 
(a) Police. 


oni 12. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 15th March writes that it has not been 


Marob 15th, 1907. : able to decide to its satisfaction as to which part 
ee was in the wrong us to the recent ——— a 
Comilla, even after a perusal of all the intelligence it has received from its own: 
reporter and other eminent gentlemen, 3 
Sar Sex VIS 13. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika- 
. —— 8 [Calcutta] of the 21st March hears that the cost of 
March 31st, 1907. ee the Sikh and Gurkha police, who have been brought 
to Comilla in connexion with the recent incidents there, will have to be borne 
locally. But why should the Comilla people bear this expense when it was the 
speeches of Nawab Salimulla that created disquiet in the country ? | 
MIHIE-oSUDHAKAR, 14. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 15th March expresses a hope 
March 16th, 1907. that the Magistrate of Nadia will soon decide the 
* and Musalmans in quarrel which now exists between Hindus and 
Musalmans in Kushtia, taking special care, how- 
ever, that no obstacle is offered to the religious observances of Musalmans. 
Hinpvstuay, 15. Referring to the proposed establishment of a Police Vigilance Com- 
6 mittee in each district, the Hindusthan [Calcutta] of. 
ellas Visilanes Committees. the 16th March writes that the utmost that can b 
expected from it will be to put a check upon the taking of bribe by Police 
investigating ‘officers. But where bribe is offered voluntarily by interested 
parties, the Vigilance Committee will be powerless to exercise any. control. 
| Again, oppression by the Police is in many cases due, not so much to their 
lust for bribe, as to an innate love of torture in many Police officers. This the 
Vigilance Committee will not be able to check. Attention should therefore be 
paid to this side of the question. | 
There appears to be no certainty that innocent Police officers will not 
sometimes be put into trouble by the conspiracy of wicked Police officers. 
It will thus be seen that the greatest care and circumspection are necessary 
for the selection of worthy men as members of the Committee, as otherwise the 
| remedy will prove worse than the disease. ae 
dme Vint 16. The Birbhum oat" 3 2 th as i Seem ude that eal 
ve ee jis er akatties, thefts. ouse-breaking, etc., have 
Crime in Hampurhat Subdivision, during the past 4 gradually gone on increasing 
in the Rampurhat Subdivision. 2 
17. The same paper writes that, in order to prevent injustice to subordin- 
K ates in the Police force occurring from personal 
os kor. likes and dislikes, the work of rewarding and punish- 
ing is to be for a time undertaken direct by the Inspector-General and the 
Deputy Inspectors-General. Further, educated men were invited to enter the 
force, through a competitive examination. But Government has now seen that 


Brrpuvm VA) ra. 


1 


all manner of work cannot be got done by educated gentlemen. That is why 
a reversion has been made to a system by which men may get in, who will be 
prepared to accept service as slavery, and to be tyrannical without provocation. 
At present it is to be ene regretted that the future of Darogas wholly 
depends on the reports of Inspectors. ae 
18. A correspondent of the Jaschar [Jessore] of the 21st March says that 
eo a tiger has been committing great depredation in 
A. village in the Deoapara, in the Jessore district. The poor 
3 villagers have petitioned the District Magistrate 
and the District Superintendent in the matter, but to no effect, 
19. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan [ Bankura] of the 28rd March 
itis te, Dia writes that for some months past, thefts in numbers 
ekte m Senwure- have been occurring at Patrashayer. They are 
being reported to the police, but without avail. The chaukidars and daffadars 
do not do their patrol duty with any regularity whatsoe ver. | 
20. Haridas Basu of Kadamtola writes to the Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] 
ee of the 23rd March to complain that on the night 
„ of the 9th February last, at about 3-30 or 4 AA., 
his house and that of a neighbour were broken into and property stolen, and 
when an alarm was raised, no policeman was forthcoming. Since then three 
other cases of house-breaking and theft have occurred in the same neighbour- 
hood. The police are indifferent and inactive. 
21. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd March 
writes that a Deputy Magistrate was present while 
ir! 1 3 1 students à fight was going on between the students and the 
Se police constables on the Exhibition grounds in 
Bogra town, but he did nothing to stop the rioting. The District Magistrate. 
himself came to the place shortly afterwards with other officials; he too made 
no enquiry. 5 
22, The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 26th March writes that on the night 
of the previous Friday, the door of the Anti- 
a Circular Society's shop in College Square, which 
had three padlocks on it was broken open, and property worth about Rs, 1, 000 
stolen. This certainly does not speak in favour of the police. 
| (5) Working of the Couris. , 
23. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 21st March writes as follows: | 
rae Babu Mahendranath Datta, a pleader of the 
A case against a Deputy Magis» Jessore bar, has brought a case against Sukesh 
— Chandra Deb Ray, a local Deputy Magistrate, and 
the case is in the file of Babu Nityananda Bhar, Senior Deputy Magistrate, 
Nityananda Babu first asked the plaintiff to produce evidence for a prima facte 
establishment of the case, and then when the latter asked for summonses.in 
the names of witnesses, he ordered him to deposit Rs. 100 as their diet- money, 
before suummonses could be issued in their names. It is rumoured that the 
District Magistrate is trying to have the case amicably settled between the 
parties. There can be no obj ag to a Compromise, but note the conduct of 
the Senior Deputy Magistrate in the case. ae 
24. The Jassher [J 2 of the 2lst March says that through the 
efforts of the District Magistrate of Jessore, the 
A case between a pleader and ¢age between Babu Chand Mohan Banerji, pleader, 
« Deputy Magistrate of qere. and Babu Nityananda Bhar, De uty Magistrate, 
has been amicably settled on the former 14 to the latter. But con- 
sidering the manner in which the Deputy Magistrate conducted himself on the 
municipal election day, he ought to have apologised to the public instead of 
Chand Mohan Babu apologising to him. 3 Fe 
25. The Sandhys [Calcatta] of the 21st March inquires who is respon- 
| sible for the recent death of Prem Lal Mallik in 
Death of a witnessinthe High the High court. Why was the deceased dragged 
9 a to Court in spite of the certificates of eminent 
medical men as to his real condition? This incident might furnish an. oppare 
tunity to the Judges to ponder on their responsibilities. Acts of. * | 
this will not be judged 8 in this world. Could a fering invalid, unable to 
move, have been dragged to court as Prem Lal was? 
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26. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 25th March reports that one 
: a | Babu Prem Lal Mallik had to appear before Justice 
B. Mr. Pant T Chitty and the late Chitty, on Wednesday last, to make his statement 

u Prem Lal . ee 2 

; Das a party in a case pending before the local 
High Court. Unfortunately, he was taken seriously ill and therefore put in 
an application to the Judge stating his inability tu attend the Court on the 
ground of illness, attaching thereto a medical certificate in support of his 
statement and praying that he might, under the circumstance, be examined by 
Commission. The learned Judge refused to entertain the application and 
insisted upon his attendance. The poor man had then to be perforce 
conveyed in a palanquin tothe court-house. But when he was called out to 


enter the dock, he was found dead inside the 23 The matter is 


serious enough to teach a moral lesson to Justice Chitty as also to other 
Judges who grudge to entertain as truth even the authentic statement put in 
by their applicants. Life and death are, no doubt, affairs of fate. But, notwith- 
standing, the people in general would be led to attribute Prem Lal's death to 
the reckless proceeding of the Hon’ble Justice Chitty. 
27. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
1 a 21st March writes that the sorrow which has come 
en upon the Proprietor and the Editor of the Punjabee 
will be shared by the whole country, and their ideas will spread among 
and be welcomed by all their conntrymen. This will of course add to their 
dignity, but will it add to the attachment of the public for the British courts . 
of justice? It is a matter of deep regret that the British raj does not try to 
— what terrible injury these judicial officers are doing to the British 
Government. | 
28. Referring to the second appeal preferredin the Punjab Chief Court 
against the conviction and sentence of the Editor 
and the Proprietor of the Punjabee newspaper, the 
Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd March says that there is little likelihood 
of any better result accruing in the appeal, Still it is useful to try the sense 
of — prevailing in British courts, if only to dispel the illusion in our 
minds. | 
29. The Hindustian [Calcutta] of the 23rd March says that in reply 
to questions inthe House of Commons anent the 
, an Morley and the Punjabee crime of the Punjabee, Mr. Morley remarked that 
| the local authorities would not neglect to do their 
duty in the matter. Is there no connection between this reply and the 
8 * the appellate court at Lahore made in delivering judgment in 
the case | | 
30. Referring to the Comilla shooting case, the 1 — of 
the 23rd March says that the accu rsons. in 
the case have been refused bail on the ground. 
that they are respectable people and are influential in society. A new 
precedent has thus been created against respectability and social influence. 
31. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 25th March writes, in connexion 
nn with the shooting case at Comilla, that on Friday 
ann an application was made before Mr. Magistrate 
Dunlop on behalf of the accused for a copy of the papers of the case. No 
orders were passed that day, and on the next the application was rejected. 
A fresh application was made on Saturday, which has not yet elicited any 
response, Everything is possible in this regime. ; 


(d)—Education. 


32. In criticising the measures so zealously adopted to impart 
7 tina intellectual training to women in Bihar, Al 
R Punch (Bankipore] of the 14th March remarks 
that the policy underlying the attempt to awake a desire for freedom in the 
hearts of women (as a result of their education) is misleading and short-sighted. 
Psychologically, the action of a woman’s life has a limit extending to a definite 
stage and is insusceptible of any expansion beyond that, in the way of 
improvement, all the attempts to the contrary notwithstanding, 


The Punjabee appeal case. 
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4 . 5 1 ro 2 1 of 3 to — Soltan 
_ . A contradic‘ion of ‘allegations [ Calcutta] of the 15t arch to contradict allega- 
iu Bast ers tions which he says have appeared in the issues of 
3 the Panchajanya newspaper of Chittagong respect - 
1 ively noted below, regarding :— 15 
(I) The High English Girls' School at Chittagong (in No. 4 of the 
paper). : 5 


SOLTAN, 
March 15th, 1907. 


(2) The appointment of an Inspector of Schools (in No, 1 of the 


er). 
(3) The alleged unlawful interference of the Inspector of Schools in 
the matter of the appointment of a Head Master for the Patiya 
School (in No. 5 of the paper). 
(4) isd spre of a Rector for the Municipal School (in No. 7 
oS of the paper’, ae 
The Victoria Islam Hostei (in No. 7 of the paper). 
(6) As regards A * cation of a list of text-books, referred to in 
1 No. 9 of the paper, it is pointed out that the text-books for 
study in connexion with the new system which will be brought 
into use from i910 have not yet been approved by Government. 


34. The Hindusthan [Calcutta] of the 16th March says that there is 
* ae si nnn a Pr tae Ban. 1 tee 23 to compile and 
ron publish Bengali, Hindi and other vernacular text - 
— ee re — and middle schools and offer 
them for sale. Surely this will fetch some paltry revenue to the Govern- 
ment, thereby augmenting the 130 crores of Indian revenue by, say, thirty 
thousand, or at most, three lakhs of rupees. But such sordid income is 
unworthy of the Government of a country. 
There is another argument which is sometimes put forward, and that 
is that Government cannot. afford to be indifferent to the compilation of 
text-books for the young, and therefore it must take the business directly into 
its own hands to ensure that none but the best books are prepared ; that Govern- 
ment has the best interests of the country at heart and not the acquisition of 
revenue. This argument is totally worthless, Government has hitherto 
entrusted the compilation of suitable text-books to the best-educated men 
of the country, and it is bound to continue that policy in these days 
of greater diffusion of learning and knowledge. If Government usurps 
the legitimate function of experts in the art of book-makin g and itself begins 
to trade in. school text-books, then it will only obstruct,’ rather than help, 
the spread of education among the masses, and make itself guilty of one 
of the gravest of enormities that was ever perpetrated. 


35. The Swades [Calcutta] of the 18th March writes that it would be 


well, if along with secondary education, the 
University had assumed control over primary 
education as well. There is a Committee for the selection of text-books for 
rimary courses of study, but one cannot understand the plan on which this 
— Baa does its work of selection. Cases have been known to occur 
of an excellent book by a distinguished author being rejected, while a 
worthless book full of errors on every page of it was approved. The Com- 
mittee. does not command the respect of the public at all. If the interests 
of high education justify the University in assuming control over second 
education, then. the interests of secondary education equally demand that 
the University should assume control over primary education. Inspectors 
and Deputy Inspectors of Schools should be relieved of all responsibility 
for the selection of text-books, which should rest solely with the University, 
the majority of the members of which are impartial and high-minded men, 
who are little likely to do in justice. „ 
Another suggestion which is offered to the University is that the history 
of India, which — students should study, should be a history based 
on facts, one which should detail the heights of civilisation to which the 
ancient Hindus rose, and not one which should merely inculeate the belief 
that it is the English only who are teaching the Indians civilisation. That 
a system of self-government existed in ancient India is a fact, but English 
officials deny this and make the absence of self-government in the country 


The University. 


HInDUSTHAN, 
March 16th, 1907. 


SwADES. 
Mat ch 18th, 1907. 


SwaDg&s, 


March 18th, 1907. 


Axa, 


March Ast, 1907. 


SANJIVANL. 
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in former days an argument for refusing self-government to India now. And 
the people through ignorance accept these statements of Europeans as 
correct. | | 

The new. University regulations should. not have made the study of 
Indian history optional; and is the abolition of the study of English history 
from the Entrance course due to a fear lest Indians from boyhood should 
begin dreaming of independence? No matter what Mr. Justice Mukherji 
may say in praise of the new University regulations, there can be no 


doubt that even he inwardly realises the necessity of having National 


Universities in the land. 


36, The same paper writes that the passages taken out of a speech 
ee of Gladstone’s and of Mr, Morley’s “ Life of 
| Gladstone” set for translation into the candidate’s 
mother-tongue in the last Entrance Examination were so difficult to translate 
that it — bejinteresting to see how the Examiner himself would translate 
them. Furthermore, the Bengali passage set for rendering into English was 
also a strange specimen which cannot be expected to improve the knowledge 
of the candidate in Bengali, | 
37. The Samivani [Calcutta] of the 2lst March regrets that though at 


a recent meeting of the Syndicate the number 
* of marks allotted to certain difficult questions in 


The Entrance Examination. 


the paper on Geography at the recent Entrance Examination was reduced 
and distributed among other questions, the fact that Mr. Arden Wood did a 


very bad thing in setting questions from his own book was not judged 
upon. 15 


38. The same paper writes: 


i It seems that it is the destruction of Hindu 
n — educational facilities which is the aim of the 
Bengal. aun: ‘ “Education Department in Eastern Bengal. Al- 

most all the schools in each district belong to the 
Hindus. From a consideration of the doings of the superior officials, certain 
Inspectors of Schools suppose that if they can only harass and humiliate. the 
Hindus, the authorities would probably be pleased and would give them 
promotion. diet } 

There is not much friendliness between the Musalman Deputy Inspector 
of Schools of Backergunge and a pandit of the Entrance school of the Bhola 
subdivision of that district. With Entrance schools, Deputy Inspectors have 
nothing to do. But what does that matter? Probably the more one can 
assist in the work of Hindu repression, the more one expects to. gain favour 
with Mr. Stapleton or with Mr. Sharp. ee 55 

The Musalman Deputy Inspector of Schools of Barisal at first accused 
the pandit before mentioned of assisting in the swadest agitation. Seeing 
that fail to produce any special effect, he brought a more serious charge 
against him subsequently, The pandit on one occasion gave his boys two 
sentences in Bengali for translation into Sanskrit. The Deputy Inspector 
reported to Mr, Stapleton that the pandit in these two sentences had 1 
maligned the Musalman community. We have not been able to find any 
the least trace of any reference to things Musalman in these two sentences. 
But Mr. Sharp has been able to understand that in these two lines the Musalman 
community were maligned. So he issued orders that the Bhola school was 
not to receive any grant-in-aid unless it dismissed the pandit in question. 
But the management of the school did not choose to deprive a poor teacher 
of his means of livelihood without offence, and so the grant-in-aid to the 
institution has ceased, _ 

The Munshiganj Entrance School gets Rs. 20 a month as grant-in-aid. The 
Musalman teacher of Persian in this school gets a pay of Rs. 12 per mensem. 
Mr. Sharp directed that the aid to the institution would be stopped unless 
the pay of this teacher was raised from Rs. 12 to Rs.20a month. These 
aided schools do not belong to Government. The management of each school 
giyes what pay it thinks proper to its own teachers, and no Director of Public 
Instruction has hitherto interfered in the management of aided schools. 
Mr. Sharp has now begun sorely vexing these schools in various ways, and 
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a feeling of terrible alarm has been created among the managers of all State- 
The following will illustrate the manner in which, through the efforta of 
the Education Department of the Province, the beginnings of quarrels. between 
Hindus and Musalmans in Eastern Bengal are showing themselves. There 
is a school, established by Hindus in the village of Banari near Munshiganj, 
which for 40 years has been. housed and supervised by a Vaidya family of 
the village. The Assistant Secretary of the school, who does all the work 
of looking after it, isa Vaidya. About three or four years ago the famil 
appointed a local Musalman gentleman to the post of Seoretary to the school. 
e became an office-bearer only in name, all the real responsibility remaini 
with the Assistant Secretary. Hitherto there had been no ill-feeling between 
Hindu and Musalman in this village, The school was conducted from the 
income from fees and there was no aid from Government. The Musalman 
Secretary 1 to have a relation who was a favourite with the Deputy 
Inspector of Schools at Mymensingh and with Mr. Stapleton. A wish suddenly 
came upon the Musalman Secretary to get the school out of the management 
of the Hindus“ Thanks to the assistance of his relation, there was not much 
difficulty in making Mr. Stapleton consent. One morning the residents of 
Banari were surprised by a visit from Messrs. Le Mesurier and Stapleton to 
their village. And when in the rear of these two shakebs the Deputy Inspector 
of Mymensingh was seen, the village people had no difficulty in accounting 
for this sudden visit. They had come to get the school removed from its 
location in the house of the Hindu to one in the house of a Musalman. 

There was nothing surprising that Mr. Stapleton should be there to do 
such work. But people were grieved beyond. measure to see Mr. LeMesurier 
associated with him in this business. All thought that Mr. Stapleton had 
misled Mr, LeMesurier and brought him to the village in order to terrify the 
villagers. Anyhow, the villagers made a strong protest, Thereupon Mr. 
LeMesurier said that the school belonged to the local people and Government 
had nothing to do with it. It could not therefore be removed unless the 
majority of the members of the school management agreed. And the Hindus 
of the village were pleased at this decision. | | 

Mr. Stapleton had found himself in a serious difficulty. He had greatly 
hoped that with the Commissioner in his company he would be able to 
terrify the villagers. Therein he had failed. He thereupon returned 


to Dacca and issued a letter at official expense to the members of the 


managing body of the Banari School to show cause why the school should not 
be removed to a Musalman’s house. The members showed cause, and the 
majority of them expressed themselves against the proposed remoyal. Mr. 
Stapleton thereupon again directed that the members should hold a fresh 
meeting for a reconsideration of this question; but before this fresh 
meeting could be held, a body of Musalmans one day came and frocibly 
took away from the Vaidya family’s house the benches and other 
furniture. Anarchy like this was never before seen in Eastern Bengal. 
Incidents like these illustrate the manner in which good government is bein 
romoted in Eastern Bengal, as a result of the partition, which, it was bee | 
y Government, would promote the interests of self-government. The matter 
is now sub judice, but in the meantime one may be permitted to inquire why 
Mr. Stapleton should try so strongly to destroy this school, which is an 
entirely private one and receives no aid from Government. Under what law 
does Mr. Stapleton interfere in the mavagment of this school? Is not the 
Education Department of Eastern Bengal now under any laws and rules? 
Why should he go about visiting Dacca and Faridpur, accompanied by the 
Deputy Inspector of Mymensingh? Does Government bear the travelling 
charges of the Deputy Inspector of Mymensingh in these districts? . 

it is further reported that Mr. Stapleton has resolved to break up a large 
number of Hindu schools and start Madrassas instead. Is this true? The aids 
to numerous Hindu schools have been stopped on various pretexts. Those 
who ask for aid are in a manner told that they will get aid only if they place 


the school in the hands of Musalmans, i. e., that they will not get any aid unless 


they have a large number of Musalman teachers and Musalman members on 
the governing body. The Education Department of Eastern Bengal probably 
thinks that Hindus have no claim upon the Government revenues. 
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Even the acceptance of such conditions does not ‘save an aided- school 
from unlawful supervision and oppression by the Education Department. The 
Pirozpur School in Backerganj is an instance in point. This school at one 
time received aid from Government. For this reason the Education Department 
of Eastern Bengal is conducting a lawsuit against the former members of the 
management of the school for the recovery of authority over the institution 
from the hands of the old proprietors into its own. Never since’ the creation 
of an Education Department in Bengal was eulm like this seen. This is what is 
called good government, for the sake of which the Province was partitioned. 
All the schools in Eastern Bengal should now form themselves into an 
association for self-defence. | cas : : 


Sun want, 39. The same paper writes that Mr. Alex. Cormack (7) and Mr. John 

March 21st, 1907. Edmund Whittaker have been appointed to the 

The Dacca Normal College. Dacca Normal College, and remarks that the right 

of Bengalis to the head-masterships of normal schools now disappears from 

Eastern Bengal. Proposals have been made to appoint Europeans to the 
head-masterships of certain zilla schools. : 


Sorran, 40. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 22nd March writes that it is of opini on 
March 22nd, 1907, ae that Urdu should not be studied by the Musalmans 
* Bengali versue Urdu. 


of Bengal before Bengali, which is the mother- 
tongue of most of them. i 


BANGAVASt, 41. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd March disapproves of the 


March 25rd. 1907. ‘ vee to hire four rooms of the Albert College 
4 — — School sccommo- nilding for the Hindu School, while the Hindu 


5 i School building is accommodating the University 
Institute. Cannot the University Institute be transferred to the Albert College 
building? The attention of the Lieutenant-Governor is drawn to the matter. 


(Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


Ar Pyros, 42. The Al Punch [Bankipore] of the 14th March reports an outbreak 
9 3 of plague at Patna, and notes that the plague at 
„— Muzaffarpur has as yet been holding its own and 

making more or less havoc in the town. 


Mapwast Brno, 43. The Marwari Bandhu [ Calautta] of the 20th March regrets the death 
Sa of Dina Dass Ghatwan, accelerated, according to 
1. hat and the Port its opinion, by reason of his having received 

15 intimation from his agent in Calcutta during his 

illness at home, that he had been dispossessed of his ghät by the Port 
Commissioners. Despite the attempt of Babu Prasad Dass to the contrary, 

about fifteen or twenty ghitwalas have been recently turned out of their 

_ ghats and dispossessed of their belongings by the Port Commissioners’ officers. 

The paper exclaims: Is not the death of Dina Dass to be considered 

er homicide by the Port Commissioners? Were the noble actions of the 

Maliks’ ancestors calculated to breed such a Brahmin slaughter in future? And 

will not their descendants, even now, awake from their oblivious sleep? | 


Daiiy Artavans, 44. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd March 
Merch 22nd, 1d. 33 complains that the steps recently constructed 
9 leading to the pontoon at the Howrah ferry-ghat 
have been the cause of great inconvenience, which might have been easily 

avoided, to the females who bathe in the Hooghly, and for whose convenience 

there is an enclosed space or room on the ghat. The steps begin just at the 


entrance to this room. The attention of the District Magistrate of Howrah 
and the Port Commissioners is drawn to the matter, 


BANGAVAS!, 45, The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 23rd March says that while the 


March 28rd, 190% 5 authorities of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation 
n.. are constantly trying to enhance the akan er’s 
tax, the rate-payer has to wade through mud in great danger to his limbs or 
swim in water in the streets of the town after a shower of rain, walk like 

blind men in lightless lanes at night, and keep the windows of his house shut 
owing to bad smell coming from outside. | e 
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46. The Dail Hitavadi [Calcutta ] of the 24th March writes:— DatLy Hrravapr. 


The post of the Municipal Magistrate f . 
Calcutta is a curious phenomenon. The Municipal 
2 Magistrate is a paid servant of the Municipality, 
and yet he sits as a Judge in cases in which the Municipality itself is the 
drosecutor. The English are a race of Banias, and everything they do is 
irected towards the,acquisition of wealth, The Magistrate is bound to see 
that somehow or other the Munigipality gets money by his decisions, or else : 
how can he retain his service? The Municipal authorities, therefore, appoint. 4 
such a person as Magistrate, as will be sure to serve their purpose. Those i 
who have attended the Municipal Magistrate’s court can easily conceive how : 
it has been turned into an engine of oppression to the,rate-payers. The | 
manner in which justice is administered here, the advocacy of the municipal | 
cause by the Magistrate himself, and the sad plight of the rate-payers—all go : 
to show how miserable is the man who has the misfortune to exist in this | | 
world as a rate-payer of the Calcutta Municipality. 
When a complaint is presented before the Magistrate on behalf of the 
Municipality, he acts as the pleader of the complainant. This is not an 
invention of ours, but a real fact. 
It is an undeniable fact that the creation of the Municipal Magistrateship 
is a disgrace to British rule in India. : 
47. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 21st March says that the Navaganga JASOHAR, 
| ai which flows through the Magura subdivision of the March sist, 1907. 
a ar Navagangs Jessore district is nowhere more than 2 or 3 } 
. cCubits deep and more than 5 to 8 cubits wide. 
And this shallow and slender stream is polluted in all sorts of ways by the 
villagers living on its banks, to whom it also supplies drinking-water. The 
effect of this has been that cholera is raging virulently in this part of the 
country, The local authorities are indifferent to the matter. 


48. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priza · o- Ananda Bazar Patria [Calcutta] of the Sar sar Viano 
3 Alst March writes that the rule disallowing the Pian Pirna 
9 in mufassal Muni- construction of privies within 50 feet of a well UHarch let. wor. 

3 | requires to be enforced with great discretion and : 
caution in the Municipalities of the mufassal, in view of the fact that both 
a privy and a well are indispensable necessaries to a house, and that the space 


available for each house and its compound is in most cases strictly limited. 


49, The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 21st March publishes a letter making , 
The Bhatpara Municipali the following roam in connexion with the March 2lst, 1907. 
„ Bhatpara Municipality :— 65 


(1) A system of water-supply has been introduced, but as no drainage 
system has been simultaneously introduced, pools of stagnant 
water have formed near each water-tap, and constitute a menace 
to the public health. : | : 

(2) The cremation ground at Malapara is not walled round sufficiently 

high to prevent the smoke coming out of it from polluting the 

atmosphere of the neighbouring houses. Further, the bodies 
are not generally fully cremated, and half-burnt corpses are 
often seen being dragged about by dogs, ete. ate 

(3) The roads are not properly seen after. 


50, The Birbhum Varta [Birbhum] of the 23rd March writes that the Bmsxvw vasz, 
i tee a | medical men who have been employed by the n 2rd, 1007. 
Moatical veliat in n. District Board of Birbhum to render medical 
assistance in the villages stricken with cholera, pox, malaria, etc., are most of 
them unqualified men who have passed no recognised examination, and enquires 
whether the medicines they are distributing have been obtained from any 
well-known shop? . | ee sg ary eae 
51. A correspondent of the Dat/y Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th March Dum Sve 
ay * draws attention to ale — E condition of tbce 
whe: pre Masisipality: principal roads in the Deoghur Municipality and 
says that the good name of the Municipality is at stake. . 


The Oaloutta Municipal Magis- 
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Knorr A vs, 
March 16th, 1907. 


MIDI BANDHAV, 
March 20th, 1907. 


SaNJIVANI, 


March 21st, 1907. 


Sni Sar VISHNU 
Prirva-0-ANANDA 
Bak PATnIEA, 


March 2ist, 1907. 


HITVARTA, 
March 4th, 1997. 


BANGAVASI, 
March 23rd, 1907. 


Dan Hitavan}, 
March 25th, 1907. 
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(g)—Raitiways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


52. The Khulnavass {Khulna} of the 16th March makes the folowing 
3 complaints in connexion with the steamer Damdi 
A me complaint. plying between Khulna and Lohagara :— . 


.) The most comfortable space on deck is taken by the Tiauν,j,f, to 
ne the exclusion of the passengers. 


2 = ony. cabin on board is usually in the occupation of the Inspector. 
haheb. © | 5 
(3) The space screened off for the accommodation of females is not 
quite safe from prying into by the serang. ie 
(4) Inter-class tickets are sold, though no intermediate class accommo-. 
. dation is provided on board. 3 3 
(5) The gangway by which passengers go up into and come down from 
bie steamer is not 1 any railing and with lights. 
53. The Medini Bandhav [ — 1 * of = 4 ye writes that for 
1 ery seven years the people affected have been waiting 
A silted-up Lal in Midnepore- for Government to re- excavate a silted-up æhie 
from Narayandandi to Kabriagar in Jalamutha in Midnapore and there is now 
no way for them but to undertake the work themselves. 
54. The Sanpivan [Calcutta] of the 21st March publishea a letter com- 
1 plaining how on the 5th January last, an intend- 
22 ing passenger at Sealdah station was sought by the 
railway official concerned to be overcharged for his luggage, and how aleo 


the railway coolies overcharged him. 


The correspondent also complains how on board the Gurkha plying 
between Chandpur and Chittagong a few days after the occurrence of the. 
incidents above mentioned, certain Musalman passengers were abused, kicked 
and finally forced by the steamer employes to ‘vacate the space in the 
steamer they had taken up in favour of certain garden coolies for one less 
advantageously situated. — | 

55. With reference to the deputation which recently waited on Mr. 

| Morley on the subject of railway waggon-supply 

A3 railway waggon-supply in India, the Sri Sri Vishnu Pri a-o- Ananda Basar 

* Patria [Calcutta] of the 21st March writes that it 

is best not to spend any large sum of money on railways now. ä 

56. The Hitvaria [Calcutta] of the 24th March says that, until lately, 

} the officers of the transhipping steamer at Barisal 

Passengers to Comilla how 1 took to disallow two hundred youn men to sail 
omilla 


with by the Railway and err on board their steamer for , but had to 


give way on the latter’s opposing them in their 
proceding. At another stage of their journey, the very men were disallowed 
to travel by rail by the Railway officers of Chandpore, and had perforce to 
resort to pedestrian journey for forty-six miles. Again, the passengers for 
Comilla from Mymensingh and other places had to answer considerable 
vexatious questions of the detectives. : 

The paper adds that all this has been reported by a well known gentleman, 
exclaiming that even if a portion of the story be true, will not that go to cast 
a slur upon the character of the Local Government executives. 

57. Referring to thé petition made by many respectable people to the 

3 Viceroy and the railway authorities to set apart 
4 petition. | 5 og: | ° 
separate compartments for orthordox Brahmins in 
trains, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd March says :— 

The petitioners have urged that, if separate accomodation can be provided 
for Europeans and ladies, why should not such accommodation be provided for 
orthodox Brahmins as well? The reply of the authorities to this petition is 
being eagerly awaited. 1 (ote 

58. Referring to the powerful representation made to the Agent to the 

iki Indian Railway for reserved third class 
3 ges carriages for orthodox high-class Hindu pilgrims, 
the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th March 

says that the matter deserves careful consideration by the authorities of all 


the other Railways in India, seeing that the Agent, East Indian Railway, has 
promised to consider the question. | 
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(h)— General. 


59. In the course of an article headed . Swaraj in Jessore,” the Mibir. o- 
Sudhakar (Calcutta) of the 15th March writes that 


: the oppression of the Hindu zamindars and the 
influence of their amla in Jessore have made life almost insupportable to the 


local Musalmans. Strange to say Mr. Sen, the Magistrate of the district, when 
he goes out touring, becomes a guest at the homes of these Hindu zamin 

and the consequence has been to give an impetus to the spread of the swadesht 
agitation in the district. Musalmans ought to be better represented than now 
on the Local Boards, Municipalities, etc., in this district, The paper concludes 
by requesting Government to put a European District Officer and one or two 


** Swaraj in Jessore.“ 


Musalman Deputy Magistrates in this district. 

60. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 20th March praises 
Babu Charu Chander Chatterji, lately Sub- 
divisional Officer of Jangipur, as an officer whose 
equal in intelligence, efficiency and judicial ucumen never before was in 
office at Jangipur. 

61. The Marwart Bandhu (Calcutta] of the 20th March recounts the 
oe report published in the Amrita Bazar Patria that, 

Mr. Egerton, District Magistrate hile the starving population all round has been 
of Darbhanga. 1 ° . , 

piteously crying for relief, Mr. Egerton, the 
District Magistrate of Darbhanga, has been motoring down to the ball and 
the dancing parties, and to the places of the local European planters: on the 
motor-car, provided at the expense of the relief fund, and also that he has lately 
convicted the priest of Mahunt Mochiadis Temple as a result of the latter’s 
prosecution by the Police undertaken at his (Magistrate’s) own instance, 
evidently for no offence than that of ringing the bell by the priest during 
the performance of religions devotion which tended to disturb the saheb’s 
sleep. 
"The paper says that the Mohunt has applied to the local Sessions Judge 
for the revision of the Magistrate’s order, and there is a good deal of sensation 


A Deputy Magistrate praised. 


among the elites of Darbhanga on the subject, who are anxiously awaiting the 


issue of the decition of the Sessions Court. 

62, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patria Calcutta] of the 
21st March mentions the following as facts which 
should be noted in connection with the recent 
incident at Comilla :— 


Incidents at Comilla. 


(1) On the day on which Nabalak Miyan called a pro-partition meeting, 


Musalman Government officials were permitted by Mr. Ley to 


leave their offices earlier than usual. ) 

(2) The persons who were brought up in Court as accused in connexion 
with the riots at the Comilla railway station were little boys 
devoted to the service of the country. . 

(3) On the advice of Nabulak Miyan, the proposed performance of the 
drama Resia at Comilla was stopped. 


(4) With the support of the authorities, Nabalak Miyan went to Dacca 


to invite Nawab Salimulla to‘Comilla. © ; 
(5) That the Nawab was stoned at, has not been publicly stated by the 
. Nawab himself. 
(6) It is those persons who went to welcome the Nawab Salimulla at 
Comilla railway station, who asked the Nawab to permit them 
to teach the Hindus a good lesson. 5 
(7) A procession to welcome Mr. Rasul when he visited Comilla as 
President of the Distriot Conference was disallowed by an 
Inspector of Police, because no license had been taken out for 
it previously, whereas without having taking out any license 
a multitude of Musalmans started in procession and no attempt 
was made to check them. 


63. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd March says that, while the 
conductors of the Punjabee newspaper were 
savagely punished for trying to create ill-will 
between the Europeans and the natives, the 


é 


The officials and the Hindu- 
Musalman riots in East Bengal. 


MrIntTE-o-SUDHAEAR, 
March 15th, 1907. 


MURSHIDABAD 
HitalsHI, 
March 20th, 1907. 


MAnwam BanDgv, 
March 20th 9 1907, 


Sar Sai VISHNU 
Priyva-0-ANANDA 
BazaB PATRIKA, 


March fist, 1907, 


HitavaDl, 
March 28nd, 1907. 


* Chae 
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authorities in the new Province are being allowed to foment quarrels between 
the Hindus and the Muhammadans with impunity. Nawab Salimulla, who 
caused such a serious Hindu-Musalman riot at Comilla, was invited to a 
tea party by the officials, while the complaints of the Hindus were not 


- heeded. The pro-partitionists are unduly favoured, while the anti-partitionists 


HOowWnaH HITAaISRI, 
March 23rd, 1907. 


HITVARTA. 
Maroh 24th, 1907. 


Hindi BANMGA VAE, 
March 25th, 1907. 


Sri SRI Visnnv 
Priya-0-ANANDA 
BAZAR PATRIKA, 


March 21st, 1907. 


SaNDAYa, 
March 21st, 1907. 


Hrrava bi, 
March 22nd, 1907. 


are severely persecuted. Such conduct on the purt of the officials in East 
Bengal must be put a stop to, otherwise the consequences are bound to be 
disastrous. 
64. The Howrah Hitatshi (Howrah) of the 23rd March writes that a 
Udets at Comills feeling is finding a home in peoples’ minds that 
ee "ss the _ recent disgraceful incidents at Comilla have 
some sort of connexion with the terrible incidents at Barisal last year. The 
supposition does not seem wholly impossible. It is said that Mr. Ellis (Leys ?) 
of Comilla is in some secret way intimately connected by family ties with 
Mr. Emerson. 
65. The Hitvaria [Calcutta] of the 24th March notes that in addition 


̃ to their treating as jest the complaint preferred 
nape oe, Comms and to them by the aggrieved Hindus of Comilla 
| gainst the Muhammadan rioters, directing the 
former to approach the swadeshi agitators for redress, the local executive, as 
rumour has it, prohibited the Railway and the Ferry officers from conveying 
their sympathizing relations and friends to Comilla, when they -learnt that 
they were proceeding there to help them (the Hindus). 
66. The same paper compliments His Excellency. the Viceroy on his 
~ + N me pa having decided to institute a thorough inquiry 
Pg ee into the Comilla riot case, at the last interview 
| granted to His Highness the Maharaja of Dar- 
bhanga and other native elite. 
The paper, however, adds that it cannot be presumed how far the 
would-be inquiry is calculated to restore peace and order in the new 
Province. 
67. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the * March * that at the 
. ‘serov, Private interview granted by His Excellency the 
* — ee ee Viceroy to His Highness the Maharaja of 1 
bhanga, Nawab Syed Amir Hosein, Khan Bahadur, and Sriyut Surendra Nath 
Bandopadhyaya, there was a talk about the last Comilla riot, and, in course of 
that, it was considered desirable to make an attempt to bring about friendl 
relations between the Hindus and the Muhammadans. In fact, the Hindus 
have not yet been won over by the British executive, nor will they be so 
at any future date into turning unfriendly to the Muhammadans; but the 
Muhammadans have, contrarily, been misled to become hostile to the Hindus. 
In connection with the ill-feeling existing between the two communities, the 
British executive are more to blame than the Muhammadans themselves 
and they should receive condign punishment for their fault, inasmuch as the 
creator of disunion between the Hindus and the Muhammadans is practically 
an enemy of the British Government, and the more so if he is a responsible 
Government official. 


68. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patria — of the 
8 21st March writes that the revenue which the 

a Indian Government is about to lose from opium, 

it will surely succeed in recouping from other sources, the effect of which 
will be further to impoverish India. There will not be then on the part of 
Government the present attention to consideration of justice, worthy of 


the gods. 


69. The Sandhya [Calcutta | of the 2lst March doubts if the frequent 


n, tours of the Governors and Lieuteuant-Governors, 

eto., now-a-days do any good. Public money is 

spent, and the populace see a ‘amasha in the decoration of the streets, etc. 
That is what is called an inspection. 

70. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd March says that at the instance 


dn of the Subdivisional Officer of Barrackpore, the Dum- 
9 Du. D Dum Cantonment Committee has passed ‘an order 
wee | that Hindu dead bodies will not be allowed to 

be carried by the Jessore Road,” except at certain hours of the day. This 
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must cause serious inconvenience to the Hindus. To pass such an arbitrary 
order is an act of zulm. The attention of the District Magistrate of Alipore 
is drawn to the matter. aay. } 

71. The expense of 50 lakhs for the entertainment of the Amir in 
India, writes the Hindusthan [Calcutta] of the 
16th March, is too heavy a sum for the poverty- 
stricken Indians to contribute, despite the advantages said to have been derived 
from His Majesty’s visit. 

72. The Rainakar [ Asansol] of the 23rd March writes that the Amir 
Habibulla is a Sovereign possessing all the Royal 
virtues. Six boxes of complaints from his subjects 
used to come to him by each post, and he carefully replicd to each and all 
of them. This only on many occasions kept him away from festivities. On 
the other hand, the Divisional Commissioner and the Magistrate at Comilla 
made themselves merry at the Club Room, in spite of the wailings of the 
people reaching their ears from the vicinity. Alas the luck! 

73. The Sandhya ae the 23rd March says :— 

| r. Emerson of Barisal notoriety had a 
favourite ardali. When he was transferred from 
Barisal, he requested the Manager of a ward’s estate to give this man charge 
of a mahal fetching an income of Rs. 20,000. The Kazi might have 
requested the Lieutenant-Governor to give the man a Deputy-Magistrateship. 

74. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 23rd March calls upon 

Mr. Forrest, the District Magistrate of Howrah, to 

Mr. Forrest and the Howrah withdraw the allegations he has recently made 
—7 tor ie, n e in a letter to the Commissioner of the Burdwan 

Division against the bhadralog class of Howrah in 
connexion w:th the local Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and 
requests the Commissioner to realise the untruth and baselessness of these 
allegations. Further, it points out to the Government of Bengal that it is 
undeniable that an official who hates and distrusts the eminent men of the 
sadar town of his district so, can never be considered fit to remain in charge 
of it. Impudence like this in the head of a district can never be 
pardonable. vet 

75. The Bikar Bandhu [Bankipore] of the 23rd March says that, as 

: ee noted in the Hindoo Patriot, many have to suffer 
auf to nee hore mesons loss as a result of their co-operation in so many 

tal Commissions inaugurated by Lord Curzon while 
in the zenith of his power. The Maharaja of Darbhanga had to be at the 
expense of many lakhs iu travelling throughout India in connexion with 
the Police Commission, but only a paltry sum of eight thousand was sanctioned 
by Government as his travelling expenses. It is not known whether or not 
the Maharaja actually received the money. If others had to suffer like- 
wise, the matter would be considered to be out of keeping with the-dignity 
of the Government. 

76. The recent announcement that the Government of India intend 
raising a loan of rupees three crores furnishes the 
Howreh Hitatshi [Howrah] of the 23rd March 
with an occasion for the following remarks :— 


Every - year crores upon crores of rupees are realised by sucking the 
blood of the people of India. Nevertheless, when an important project 
has to be undertaken, Government has no other resource but loans. Why 
this should be so passes our limited comprehension. 


The Amir’s visit. 


A contrast. 


Mr. Emerson’s favourite ardali. 


The new Government loan. 


77. Referring to the budget for the year 1907-1908, presented by the Busssr Mrr zA, 
Financial Secretary to the Government of India eh 2rd, 190. 
at the meeting of the Imperial Council on 


The budget for 1907. 1908. 


Wednesday last, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 23rd March notes that 
among the so many favours shown by the Government to their Indian subjects, 
such as the reduction of the salt duty and the contemplated reduction in 
the postal charges, there is no mention of any reduction in the current 
charge for registration nor in that for the transit of newspapers, as suggested 
by it and the Kesri sometime back. The reduction by the amount of oe I 
five lakhs in the charge for the maintenance of the army is no reduction at all, 
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keeping in view the fact that it invariably stood at the big figure of thirty- 
two and-a-half crores. 


As a set-off against this, thirty and-a-half lakhs has been added to the 
estimated charge for the maintenance of the Police Department. Again, 


the estimated charge for education is remarkably small as compared with 
the charge for the army, 


78. A consideration of the recent most lamentable incidents at Comilla 


compels the Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 

The Nawab Salimulla and 231d March to request Government to be particu- 
ne larly careful of assisting Nawab Salimulla at the 
present juncture. The Nawab's share in supporting the partition will naturall 
be taken by the public as the reason for his getting official help in his 


ecuniary troubles, and nothing can be more regrettable that an impression 
like this should spread among the governed. 


79. Referring to the rumour that the Government of Eastern Bengal 


is going to lend money to Nawab Salimulla of 

1 contemplated Government Dacca, the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 24th March 
e e inquires if it is for his advocacy of the partition 
and fomenting quarrel between the Hindus and the Muhammadans that the 
Nawab is thus going to be rewarded by Government. The grant of loan. 
will bring infamy to Government. It is hoped that the Vieeroy will dissuade 
Mr. Hare from his being so unduly partial in his treatment of the Nawab. 
80. The Basumat: [Calcutta] of the 25rd March writes as follows :— 


5 5 The English Government has always held the 

» monopoly of wine, opium, ganja and guli, and, by 
allowing their free sale, shown its trading propensities in a remarkable 
way. Besides this, it has taxed salt and is silent on the question of the 
abolition of this most oppressive tax. Its duties as a sovereign have not been 
able to drive the shopkeeper’s instinct out of its brain. Again, it is contem- 
plating a monopoly of primary and middle school text-books, on the 


pretext that it will be impossible to give good education to children in 
any other way. However that may be, the irresistible 1 of English- 
men’s trading concerns all round Bengal has alarmed us. To save ourselves 
from the clutches of official and non-official tradesmen, it will not do for us 


to depend on Lord Minto’s honest“ swadesh¢ alone. 
. 


— 


The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd March writes that in repl 


to a question in the House of Commons anent the 
Sale ot articles of susan te rule promulgated in the Bombay Presidency that 
a agers under fourteen years O° articles of excise should not be sold to juvenile 


, purchasers under fourteen years of age, Mr. Morley 
has said that this rule will apply to those vendors who are taking out new 


licenses. Mr, Morley has, however, said nothing as to whether this rule 
will apply to other parts of India, And this is political sagacity ! 


82, A correspondent of the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 23rd March says 


3 sr that at the time of the reaping of the ganja crop 

a within the Naogaon subdivision of the Rajshabi 
district, the excise officers who are deputed to supervise the harvesting of 
the crop commit great oppression on the illiterate cultivators and extort 
illegal gratification from them. The rule is that after the ganja has been 
weighed, the cultivator must not keep it with him. But after the weighing 


work has been finished, the poor men find the gres test difficulty in induci 


the excise officers to sign their chulaus. Great oppression is committed by 
these officers on the cultivators in the locality of Balubhara. 


The attention 

of the authorities is drawn to the matter. 
83. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 23rd March hears that a 
A Musalmen meeting at Barissl. Musalman meeting will be held at Barisal during 
uam NEESER the Good Friday holidays and that the use of the 


Barisal Zilla School building has been asked for in this connexion. If politics 
are discussed at this meetin 


g, it would be very wrong for Government to 
assist it in any way. 

84. Referring to the 82 of a Commission under the presidency 

of Sir F. Smith to enquire into the eondition of 

the labourers of Indian mills, the Hindusthan 


The Factories Cc mmission. 
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Calcutta] of the 28rd March says that when the weavers of Manchester 
2 it, the Government of India must find out some fault in the working 
of Indian factories and deal a blow to them. 

85. The same paper says that disappointment at seeing that even 
Mr. Morley is not disposed to grant the prayers 
of the Indians, has led to the formation of the 
so-called extremist party in the country. There is nothing in this for the 
Anglo-Indians to be afraid of, because there can possibly be no harm if the 
Indians try to stand on their own legs without the help of the ruling race. 

86. The same paper expresses satisfaction at the reduction of the salt- 

— ths ath tax in the current budget of the Government of 
The reduction of the sall-'ax- —_ India, and says that on the day on which the tax 


The extremist party. 


will be wholly abolished, all India will loudly proclaim the generosity and 
love of justice of the Government. 
87. Referring to the question put by Mr. Rees in Parliament relating to 
3 the separation of the judicial and executive func- 
Separation of judicial and tions, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd 
executive functions. March‘ asks Sein 


Why did Mr. Rees ask the question whether the two functions had been 
united in India in pre-British days? Does he mean to say that if the union 
of the two functions was one of many systems that prevailed prior to the 
advent of the English in this country, it should not he changed? How many 
among the many systems of that period have the Englishimaintained ? There 
was no Arms Act, no sedition law in those days. Why have the English 
introduced them ? What particular section of the community will be benefited 
by the separation ? The measure, if carried out, will lesson oppression by the 
Police, and this will benefit the vast majority of the Indian people who are 
illiterate. Ihe question of Mr. Rees was therefore most silly. 

88. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd March says :— 


a 1 1 = —4 Lord — sg — * petitioned 
Ahe proposal to, separate judi: Parliament for separation of judicial and executive 
— functions in 154 On this the Home Govern- 
ment demanded a report on the matter from the Government of India. But 
the other day Mr. Morley has, in reply to a question, said that the report is 
still under the consideration of the Executive Council. How strange! This 
is the way in which one proceeds in a work which one is not disposed to do. 
89. Referring to the combination of the executive and the judicial 
3 functions as they stand at present, regarding the 
,; Zhe combination of the execue dissolution of which there has been a general 
ive and the judicial functions. | ° 0 9° 
outcry ever since the year 1899, the Hinds 
Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 25th March says that a question was lately asked 
of the Secretary of State in Parliament on the subject, to which he replied 
that the matter was under consideration of the Executive Committee, and that 
he hoped to receive shortly a despatch from the Government of India in that 
connection. 
The paper takes the reply to be evasive, and as meaning that Government 
would do what it pleases, even against strong protest from the people. 


90. The Zamalika (Tamluk] of the 23rd March writes that hitherto 
ee 5 twice every year, in consequence of gun- firing 
as firing practice at the Falts practice at the Falta Fort, the neighbouring 
: villagers had to remove their cattle temporarily, 
but this year the inhabitants had to do this thrice to their very great 
inconvenience. i 
91. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd Mareh says that Government's 
8 indifference in the matter of erecting a tomb over 
ö * the grave of Bahadur Shah is painful to all 
Indians. The English Government should remember that Hindus and 
Musalmans are 1 * interested in the matter. | 
92. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 24th March considers the amount of 
3 15 five lakhs that has lately been sanctioned by the 
Province and Gorton Of the India Government for the relief of the famine 
| stricken as being quite inadequate for the purpose 
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in Bengal, having regard to the fact that the present state of things threatens a 
bad outturn. The price of rice has not as yet fallen. The recent ‘hailstorm 
has proved destructive to the standing crops. Evidently; it is inconceivable 
why. the Government does. not take steps to reduce the standing rate of the 
food-grains, ‘ ne | SR ae R 
ote 3. Referring to the grant of Parliamentary Government in the Transvaal, 
15 the Daily Hitavadi {Calcutta } of the 24th March 
The grant of self-government obgerves:. : 7 F 


in India. So, at last, the vanquished. Boers, by virtue of 


their dharma (religion), karma (deeds) and charma (skin), have obtatnéd self- 


government from the English, Everybody respects the mighty. But the 
Secretary of State for India, honest John as he is called, has said that the 
Indians are not yet fit for self. government. We are thoroughly tired of 
hearing of the unfitness of the Indians, a theme on which both the Liberals 


and the Conservatives, whatever their differences, are in remarkable agree- 
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ment. This shews that, as long as the British flag will float in India, as long 
as we shall continue to fawn upon the English rulers for favours, so long 
better days will not dawn. The rulers, though they would not say that in so 
many words, are practically following the same policy. How long shall we 
suffer ourselves to be deluded by the political sophistry of our.rulers?- 
94. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th March mentions the names 
of several Indian officers drawing high pay in.the 
Accounts Department, and argues that, if Indians 
can be found able to do work so difficult’ and 
entailing such responsibility, it is puerile to say that they are not fit to hold 
high offices in the public service. First let opportunities be given for the 
display of high talents and character, and there will be no. want of Indians 
who will acquit themselves well in the trials, 5 . 


5 


95. The Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 25th March writes :— . 
5 The Anglo-Indian rulers are on the horns of a 

mabe adeaùt movement and the dilemma. In the first place, they imagine that if 
| they do not put down the swadeshs agitation, it will 

continue to grow until it becomes too formidable to.be brought under control ; 
and, on the other, they have seen that wherever they have attempted to put it 
down by force, it has assumed formidable proportions. Perhaps they do not. 
believe that where there is no oppression, the agitation is gradually dying. 7 
Or, it may be, the authorities are of opinion that the evil must be nipped in. 
the bud. In either case, they cannot remain indifferent. We are really sorry 
to see the rulers so sorely perplexed. Now, whatever course they may choose 


Appointment of Indians to high 
poste in Government service. 


to adopt, they must help us in our cause, in some shape or other. 
96. The same paper has the following :— oe 


ee 


| The English rulers: boast that they have 
1 18 — of peace by tho established Peace in India. But the -peace they 
have brought into the country is of q character 
that makes them no less guilty, morally and otherwise, than if they had not 
done so. The peace that all civilised nations prize so highly is a very 
different thing from what the English have established in this country. Their 
intense selfishness did not permit them to make that much - desired peace 
possible in India and they never tried for it. On the contrary their so-called 
peace is nothing but a delusion and a snare. It does not help in the healthy 
development of the highest attributes of man All the tendencies of British 
administration are towards stifling the natural vivacity of the human species. 
The Indian Arms Act is one of the many potent causes of the loss of 
mauliness by the Indians. But even this wholesale disarmament of the Indian 
people cannot satisfy the rulers. They never let go an opportunity of 
punishing a whole community for the wrong committed by a few, by the 
imposition of a punitive police force. Everybody knows that the police have 
instructions to watch the bad characters. But do all people know what ig the 
elgnification attached to the expression “ bad characters” by the officials? 
Few, except those who have expert knowledge, know. that the expression also 
includes villagers who are strong and stout and can wield Jathis and swords; 
There are high officials who are afraid lest people should have sufficient 
food and freedom from cares and anxieties, because it is believed that people. 
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in such circumstances are apt to-entertain high thoughts, become haughty in 
spirit and independent. A Divisional Commissioner once said :—. : 
4 For some reasons it is not desired that the standard of comfort should 
be very materially raised.” 3 3 eat 
As a matter of fact the great bulk of the Indian people are in a moribund 
condition, and under the pressure of various Government measures they are in 
a state of breathless suspense. Mr. Bryan, the well-known American states- 
man, truly said:— 5 
„ While the Briton has boasted of bringing peace to the living beings in 
India, he has led millions to the peace of the grave.“ | 
Such is the peace” that the British have brought to this country and 
they are never tired of 3 themselves for it. i 
97. Referring to the appointment of Sir James Mackie as the representa- Darr HRavap!. 


tive of India in the Colonial Conference, the same March 25tb, 1907. 
The representative of India in paper observes :—— , 


ee What a pity that Mr. John Morley failed to 
find a single Indian worthy to represent India in the Colonial Conference. 
We are not surprised at this, though the people of other countries will be 
amazed at the sight. Whatever Mr. Morley may profess, it is certain that all 
his thoughts are bent upon the advancement of his own country, his vaunted 
sympathy for India and his huge generosity notwithstanding. _ 
98. The same paper complains that the Head-clerk of the Superin- Dany Hiravap, 
4 tendent of the Telegraph Department has managed 
A complaint against the Head- to make himself quite intolerable to most people 
. — of tho jn the office. Some time ago he was reduced for 
| some fault. But he is incorrigible. The attention 
of the telegraph authorities is drawn to the complaint. a 
99. The same paper rejoices that Government has revived the well nigh Damr Hrravaor, 
extinct art of gun- making in India by establishing 
: the Cossipur gun-foundry, and that swadesht 
cannon, quite as good as those manufactured in England, will be soon turned 
out. The writer suggests that like cannon other arms such as muskets, 
swords, etc., should. also be manufactured in this country, so that the money 
spent on war materials may remain in India. | 
100. With reference to the sum of Rs. 1, 30, 000 sanctioned for a ball- sunmnra, 
3 room at Belvedere, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the Arch 26th, 1907. 
e ballroom ag Belvedere. 26th March writes that there is no doubt that the 
people of the country will be very glad of this expenditure, seeing that 
Government always is in want of funds for the alleviation of widespread 
famine and water-scarcity in the country. It also illustrates well the kind 
of gwaraj which will be obtained under the feringhs’s protection. 
101. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 27th March says that in reply toa  sanpava, 
| question asked by the Hon’ble Mr. Bhupendra March 27th, 1907. 
r Nath Basu in the Bengal Legislative Council about aes 
fale Nath “certain acts of Mr. Parrell(?) of Bhagalpur, Mr. 
| Carlyle said that Government did not consider. it 
at all necessary for Mr. Basu to enquire into these matters. What a soft and 
gentle reply! Banerji, Basu & Co. will still say that everything will be 
obtained from the feringhi. 


The manufacture of arms in India. 


mn a 


102. The Hindusthan [Calcutta] of the 16th March strongly objects to  Huvsrmur, 
| investing the Divisional Commissioner with the March 16th, 1907. 
Ame ime, Selt-Government powers which the Local Government now possesses, 
ill. ° 

| as is proposed by the Local Self-Government 
Amendment Bill, The hostile attitude of Divisional Commissioners and 
Collectors towards the principle of self-government is well-known, and people 
are now averse to taking seats on the District Boards. While on the one 
hand the people are getting more and more anxious for the attainment of real 
self government and the British Ministers seem disposed to look upon such a 
desire with sympathy, the Indian authorities, on the other hand, are doing 
their level best to turn self-government into an 1 of self-op pression. It 
is by such attempts that the authorities here are alienating the hearts of the 
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ple. When the time comes at which all the officials, from the Divisional 
ommissioner downwards, will become the real servants of the public, then 
whatever measures may be passed they will be impotent for evil. Does the 
Government in this country mean to prepare the way for such a consumma- 
tion? Out of evil cometh good, so runs the proverb. 
103, The same paper says that the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act Amend- 
| ment Bill, which Government seems determined to 
pate ote Nagpur Tenancy pass, heedless of the strong opposition from the 
ct Amendment Bill. 3 2 ; | 
zamindars, will have the effect of seriously weaken- 
ing them. The fact is undeniable that most of the officials have no liking for 
the zamindars, and as far as this country is concerned, are levellers and 
socialists bent upon the disruption of the fabric of Indian soniety. 
104. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th March publishes what 
urports to be a protest on behalf of the illiterate 
W bg S Tenancy Act raiyats of the Tippera district against the proposed 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The 
main points noticed are as follows:— 


(J) The raiyat cannot transfer his holding without the permission of the 
landlord, and cannot therefore secure loans on the security of 
jote lands. 

(2) The proposed amendments will make the raiyats even more helpless 
than before. The issue of certificates for the realisation of 
rents will serve to deprive the raiyats of their lands without their 
being able to do anything to save themselves from the rapacious 
landlords. 

(3) Many among the members of the Bengal Legislative Council are 
big landlords, and it is to them that the Amendment Bill has 
been entrusted. This alone is the root of all the mischief. | 

(4) A provision should be made enabling the raiyat to transfer his 
raiyatwari lands by the payment of Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 per cent. 
on the sale price as transfer fee to the landlord. This will induce 
the raiyat to improve the quality of his lands. If transfer of the 
raiyat’s lands is not permitted he must either starve or steal at the 
time of need. | 

(5) To excavate a tank a large sum is demanded by the landlord as 
nazar for his sanction. Both the nazar and the landlord’s sanc- 
tion should be discontinued by law, otherwise the raiyats will 
be brought to a very pitiable condition for the want of good 
drinking-water. 


105. The Sanjivanis [Calcutta] of the 21st March writes complainingly 

that in spite of the fact that it is some time since 
the Excise Committee submitted its report to 
Government, Government has not yet undertaken any legislation in 
accordance with its recommendations. 

106, With reference to the suggestion lately made by the London Times 
that in India an amendment of the law should be 
made which should compel newspapers to publish 
official contradictions in them, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 21st March writes 
that all newspapers do now publish official contraditions, so that there is no 
necessity for any amendment of the law. Probably what Government wishes 
is to bring in a harsher measure than that suggested by the Times. 

107. Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 23rd March notes that the Times 

| of London says that it is under contemplation to 

r contemplated amendment of amend the existing newspaper Act in order to avert 
the unfavorable consequences of the publication of 

articles against Government and their proceedings in the current journals, 
In this way, it is proposed to inaugurate a system to make it incumbent upon 
the editors to publish the Government comment on any article appearing 
against them in their papers. If it is only for this, no fresh legislation is 


needed, But the fear is lest the law should be made stringent under the 
pretence of amendment, 


The Excise Committee’s report. 


The press law in India. 


[ oF 


108, It is now admitted on almost all hands, says the Bangavasi [Calcutta 
3 of the 23rd March, that the law which authorises 
. ay whipping of juvenile offenders is a blot on English 
legislation. The sooner this inhuman law is abolished the better. 
109. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 25th March criticizes the 

» punishment of whipping inflicted upon youthful 
offenders as a merciless penalty, remarking that 
the piteous shrieks of the boy offenders 
undergoing the punishment are calculated to pluck commiseration even from 
a flinty heart. A qnestion. was lately asked to the effect of the Secretary of 
State in Parliament, when he replied that he had not till then received an 
report ou the subject, but hoped to receive one at an early date. Should all 
the Indian people take to appealing to Government in a body to the effect, it is 
probable that whipping may be eliminated from the list of punishments 
provided in the Indian Penal Code. : 


The "apa ae of whipping 
ériticized. 


IV.—Native STATES, 


110. Referring to the charge of an attempt at murder by poisoning among 
others brought against the Native Prince of Aundha, 
a State near Satara in Bombay, the Aitavadi 
[Calcutta] of the 22nd March says that it is clear 
the fate of the Prince is sealed. Whatever the merits of the present case may 
be, it must be said that the charge of attempted murder by poisoning against 
Native Princes is getting more and more contagious nowadays. . — 

111. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 23rd March takes exception to the 
order of the Gdvernment of India transferring the 
: management of the Aundha State from the hands 
of its Chief to the local Political Agent and the Collector of Satara pending 
the former’s trial on a charge of instigating one of his servants to poison a 
tradesman, and remarks that a ruling Chief has not, under the English, even 
ihe amount of freedom which is enjoyed by an ordinary labourer in British 
India. | 

112. The Hitvaria [Calcutta] of the 24th March notes :— a 

On the occasion of Ranjit Singh’s installation 
as Chief. of the Jamnagar State, the then Political 


Serious charges agaiust a Native 
Prince. 


The Aundha State case. 


Reflections on Mr. Fitzgerald’s 
advice to the Chief of Jamnagar. 


offering some sage counsel to the Raja as to his conducting himself in the 
discharge of his administrative duties. In fact, the remarks were well pronoun- 


them. But we have to inquire whether the English civilians who are entrusted 
with the responsible executive and judicial work in India are required by the 
Imperial Government to act upon these counsels of perfection. If instructions 
similar to those given by Mr. Fitzgerald have been given to all the European 
Judges in India, how is it that the latter are generally partial towards Europeans, 


when they appear as parties against natives in cases.coming up before them, why 
are they not removed from service for their objectionable proceedings? In order 


to ascertain whether or not the Native Chiefs are administering their States in 
the right way, the Government appoints Political Agents to watch their conduct. 
But, contrarily, when the European District Officers are found partial towards 


their fellow-countrymen in the performance of their official duties, it (Govern: 


ment) encourages instead of punishing them. Mr. Fitzgerald recommends the 
appointment of capable men to responsible posts. Now, in what Government 
department has this recommendation been given effect to? Does not Govern- 


ment seek to appoint an incapable European to fill a high post in some of its 


departments in preference to a capable native? The saying, Physician heal 


thyself” is appropriately applicable to the British Government, inasmuch as 


it gave somany wise counselsto Raja Ranjit Singh, through its Political 
Agent, Mr. Fitzgerald, without attending to any of them in its own case. 
If the noble advice referred to, say even the one-hundredth part of it, had 
been acted upon by Government in the administration of all their departments, 


its Indian subjects would have had a happy time of it. Asa matter of fashion 
the Secretary of State now * to all questions in Parliament regarding India, 


as it pleases his fancy. The Viceroy and other Indian British executive officers 


Agent, Mr. Fitzgerald, took the opportunity of 


ced and reasonable enough to be acted upon, There is nothing say to against 
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have not to answer for their wrong deeds before the Parliament or the King. 
The officials practically say this and do that. The proverb that the elephant 
has two sets of teeth, one for display and another for use, holds good in 
their case. 1 8 


V. Prospects OF THE CROPs AND CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


113. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 21st March speaks of the prevalence 

Jof great distress among the cultivators and middle 

Dre in Mogura, in the’ class people in Magura, in the Jessore district, owing 

: to scarcity of food-grains. The cultivators have 

sold off their paddy seeds and plough cattle, and are now altogether 
helpless. | 

‘ 114. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd March says that the outlook 

1 in Bengal is gloomy. The price of rice continues 

Famine apprehended in Bengal. high, and the condition of the crops is not encour- 

aging. The recent hailstorm has made the situation still worse. The grant 

of five lakhs by the India Government for famine relief in Bengal is a drop 

in the ocean. The mango trop has been destroyed. The authorities are 

doing nothing. The prospects are alarming. 


V1I.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


115. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 1 th March writes that it is a matter 
WW for regret that amongst Indian Musalmans no 


— aa movement on the lines of the swadeshé agitation, 
such as is now spreading in India, Japan, China, 
Persia, Sweden and Spain, is finding any favour. 


3 116. The same paper writes that branches 
soft Musslmen Socisty extending its of the Khedeni-ul-Islam Society ure gradually 


| being established in the mufassal. 

117. The Mihér-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 15th March writes that 
6 but for jute in Bengal last year lakhs upon lakhs 
ö of agriculturists would have died of starvation. 

118. A correspondent of the same paper writes that he has seen with 
Fessine pelle in Musshiguai his own eyes as well as read in the papers how 
unn Government unstintingly spent lots of money in 
saving the lives of the famine-stricken this year. It cannot believe that 
it was Aswini Babu’s subscriptions which saved the situation in Munshiganj. 
What Aswini Babu did was to give aid to one or two famine stricken and he 
less Musalmans whom he had initiated into Bande Mataram prineiples and bound 
by vows to boycott things foreign. | 

119. The same paper writes that the bideshi barjan (giving up) of the 
| Hindu Bande Mataram party means not only the 

The Bande Metarum party and giving up of things foreign, but also the giving u 
Musulsrans. p : g8 : 17 giving up 
of the foreigner, 1.6, his expulsion from the 
country. Pal’s party is thas openly talking of turning the English out of 
the country. And as these men indirectly assert that in India the Hindus 
alone have any lawful rights, they will not rest content with expelling the 
English, but will soon make the condition of Musulmans in India similar to 
pr of their co-religionists in Spain. Musalmans should therefore be careful in 
ime. 

120. The Hindus than 1 of mn ar nig f glad that te John 

: orley has re to believe that there is a 

nnn general unrest in India. There is no such thing 
as a general unrest in India. The so-called “swadeshi” patriot forgets that by 
raising a cry of unrest in India he can only succeed in doing disserviee to his 
country. e spirit of exaggeration is fraught with great mischief, especially 
at the present time. | ae 

121. In the course of an article on “the bringing about of Self-Govern- 

3 ment,” the Swades [Calcutta] of the 18th March 
Government. nS about of Self. writes that swaray is not possible with a mere 
es collection of men, but witha nation. Swaray is 
merely an outward manifestation of a national life. With the awakening and 
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development therefore of .a national. life, will the paths be smoothed for the 
bringing about of swaray. What, then, are the conditions whieh are now giving 
rise to and developing a national life in India? The principal of them 
are (1) the peace which has followed the establishment of British government 
in the country, (2) the spread and establishment in the country of a 
common culture based on Western education, and (3) the conflict of interests 
between the conquerors and the conquered. No doubt these do not work for 
unmixed good, but it is undeniable that they have assisted and are assisting 
in creating and developing a national life in India. The policy of sowing 
dissensions pursued by the English is a policy which may find a temporary 
vogue at Comilla and Patna, but it does not go to the root, so tu speak. The 
English know full well that their Empire is based on peace and that disquiet and 
anarchy are as poison to the continuance of their dominion in this land. 
Even though disarmed, the population of this country numbers 300 
millions. If the flame of anarchy is fanned and spreads over the whole 
eountry, it is doubtful if all the waters of the Indian Ocean will suffice to 
uench it then. A handful of foreigners cannot afford to play with fire like 
that. Who does not know that a flame eats up all? Knowingly or unknow- 
ingly, under the working of Providence, the English are to the Indians an 
excellent point of union. Not only are Indians united under British rule in 
the sense that they live under a common government and that they all receive 
a common culture, but Hindu and Musalman, and Christian, Mogul and Pathan, 
Shiah and Sunni, Vaisnav and Sakta, all are also united in a common effort 
to protect life, property and honour from the grasp of the conquering peoples. 
In this union lies the means of self-protection for Indians and internal 
dissensions mean ruin to them. 3 
If the competition with conquerors results in establishing unity amongst 
the conquered, then the existence of the conquering people does not become 
an unmitigated evil. It is a good thing for the country, though not without 
ite admixture of evil—a good thing in the sense that to attempt to establish 
ewaray in disregard of it, is madness. Empire and ward are not antago- 
nistic to each other. Autonomy and federation cannot be established without 
a good deal of effort. In politics, as the resources of rulers are diverse 
such as conciliation, giving of gifts, chastisement -and sowing of dissen- 
sions, so for the ruled also, there are petitioning, protesting and opposition. 
bide is the good of preferring some of these to the rigid exclusion of the 
122, With reference to the statement made lately in the Asiatic Society by 
. Sir A. Fraser to the effect that present-day civilians 
gb, A: Nr at the Asiatic gre more out of touch with Indians and things 
10 Indian than their predecessors, the Sri Sri Vishne 
Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the z Ist Mareh writes that no 
matter what Sir Andrew may say to the contrary, the old days will never 
return. Civilians have understood that there is no need of sympathy now: 
the police and the army will be instruments enough for the good government 
of India. What ie the good of showing sympathy for the native “‘ niggers”? 
3 123. * e Jasohar [Jessore] of the 21st March 
2 writes as follows :— ae | 
e The present feeling, says the Madras Mail, 
cannot continue much longer in the smouldering ember, but must be trodden 
out or barst into conflagration.” We say ‘amen’ to these words of our 
contemporary. Half a century ago at the time of the Sepoy Mutiny, Mother 
India appeared before her sons in garments soaked with blood. And before 
that frightful and Asura-killing figure of the Mother, the Empress of India had 
to appear with her famous Proclamation in hand. If to-day our contemporary 
wants to see the Mother again in that garb. playing with the lives of men, 
‘we would say ‘amen’ to his desire. 5 | 
124. e Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 21st March writes that on the Ist 
Baisal next, the first anniversary of the day on which 


The Backergunge’. District blood was shed at Barisal, the Backergunge District 


9 Association will meet. 

125. The same paper writes that when news of the anarchical incidents 
: if gat Comilla spread over Bengal, signs of terrible 
4 ine“ felt with the sufferers excitement were apparent which are indescribable. 
| | All Bengal was firmly resolved to save the distressed 


Sri SRI VisHNU 
PRTTA-O-ANAN DA 
BaZaR PaTRixa, 


March Zlst, 1907 


JasOHaR, 
March Ast, 1907. 


SaNJIVAN, 
March Ast, 1907. 


SanJIvani, 


irs hel 


DaiLy HITAVADI, 
March 22nd, 1907. 


SaNnDHYA, 
March 28rd, 1907. 


HITAVA DI, 
March 22nd, 1907. 


HITAvaDI. 


( 250 )j 


men of Comilla. When all Bengalis have learnt to feel an assault on the limb 
of one of them, there can be no doubt that an auspicious day has dawned 
on Bengal. 3 5 
126. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd March writes:—~ | 
- The Bengali youths showed at Barisal, Mymen- 
ote lesson taught by the singh and Sirajganj that they were prepared to do 
9 5 the bidding of their leaders even at the sacrifice of 
their lives. It has been shown at Comilla that the Bengali is not incapable 
of self-defence, and that, when 4 common danger threatens, he can forget petty 
quarrels. At Barisal the Bengali passed through the first ordeal, and at 
Comilla he came out triumphant in the second, And now remains the third 
and the last trial. Who knows what place in Bengal fate has ordained for this 
last ordeal, and whether the Bengali will be able to come with flying colours 


out of it? | 
127. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 23rd 
March publishes the following national song” ;—. 
Cast off to a distance the beggar's wallet. poe | 
Wipe off now the dust from your limbs. 3 
Let me see you stand before tlie world with head uplifted and as becomes 
a hero. ce 
Form mutual ties of attachment strong as life, 
Sound the trumpet of victory. 
Earn salvation by sacrificing your lives. a 
1 do not want to hear the repeated cry of “ give” and give.“ 
You will get nothing by merely crying “‘ give and “ give.“ 
You must get all by your own strength. 
128. Referring to the Pioneers defence of Nawab Salimuilla from the 
ee charge of inciting quarrels at Comilla, laying the 
3 defence of Nawab blame on the Calcutta anti-partition agitators 
i lecturing in Fast Bengal, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] 
of the 22nd March says that none of the anti-partition epeakers attempted to 
provoke quarrels between Hindus and Muhammadans. It is the Nawab who 
has been uniformly doing all in his power to create ill-will between the two 
communities, The Comilla riots were due to his instigation, | 
129. The same paper has the following :— 8 
5 We are fully convinced that there can be no 
an. 11 means can roardj be end to our troubles and misfortunes without the 
3 attainment of swardj. It seems well-nigh impos- 
sible to obtain the redress of our multitudinous grievances by mere agitation, 
Numberless rules and regulations have been laid down by the alien rulers caleu- 
lated to hinder our healthy growth and our career in almost all the departments 
of Government, We have been agitating for the last 22 years for the separation 
of the judicial and executive functions, and what is the result? If we go on 
agitating for each reform separately, we must wait till the end of time to gain 
our ends. For the irresponsible rulers, if they introduce a slight reform in one 
direction, more than neutralise it by retrograde measures in thousand other 
directions, It is easy to see that mere agitation will not serve our purpose. 
It is because he understood this fact so well that our political Rishi, 
Mr. Dadabhai Naoroij, advised us to lay aside all other agitations and to direct 
all our energies to the agitation for swaray. When the whole body is full of 
malignant sores, it is useless to apply medicine to each sore. The best thing 
to do would be to take such medicine as would purify the vitiated blood. We 
must therefore go to the root-cause, and when ‘swaray is obtained everything 
must follow as a matter of course. | | | 
When, by virtue of rights as British subjects, we have gained swaray, 
there will be none to oppose our decisions in the internal administration of the 
country. The income and expenditure will be adjusted to the needs of the 
country. There will then be no Home charges, and the expenditure for the 
India Office in London will not fall on our shoulders. We shall not have to 
pay for the Christian missionaries in India and the maintenance of British 
troops in England. We shall have ample funds at our disposal for purposes 
of education, sanitation, irrigation and other salutary purposes. The British 
Government will take the entire responsibility for the public debt in India, 


A “national song.” 
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For the protection of Indian arts and manufactures we shall be able to levy 
on all foreign, not excluding British, imports, as Canada has done, a duty of 
23 per cent. The Paramount Power will have control of foreign affairs, and 
power to appoint the Vicéroy and the Governors. But in the Legislative Councils 
almost all the members, and in the Exeeutive Councils the majority, will be 
elected by the Indians. In the higher posts not more than one or two 
Europeans will be allowed In a all the rights which the British Colonies 
enjoy, belong to the Indians. This is the ideal which Mr. Naoroji has 
presented to us. 
We cannot disguise to ourselves the fact that even the highest authorities 
are averse to granting us swaruj, which we consider so essential to our happi- 
ness. It is impossible for us to continue longer under an irresponsible 
Government. As it is impossible for lesser trees to grow under the blighting 
shade of a huge one, so our natural development is impossible under the irres- 
ponsible rule of England, which may be likened to a large tree with spreading 
branches. Most of the branches of this huge tree must be cut down with their 
thick foliage, otherwise our very existence must vanish. But the rulers are 
our great opponents in this matter. How, then, can swarayj be obtained under 
the circumstances ? | 
The English are a valiant people. They must see that the petitioner for 
swaray has courage, determination and the spirit of self-sacrifice, before they 
grant his demands, It is inconceivable that they should grant self-government 
unless the same methods are resorted to as they themselves followed in their 
struggles for freedom. We do not say that the Indians should commit riots 
and violence like the English. We are not advocates of lawlessness. But 
we call upon. the people, as Mr. Gokhale has done, to * payment of the 
taxes, and to boycott British goods by way of showing their discontent. It is 
needless to add that the way pointed out is not altugether free from dangers 
and difficulties. But what great deed was ever accomplished without encoun- 
tering difßculties? We must follow Mr. Gokhale’s advice if we wish to save 
the 300 millions of India from oppression and injustice. We must say in the 
words of the Upanishads—‘ There is no other path to salvation.” 
130. A correspondent of the Swadest Christian | Calcutta] of the 23rd 
; 5 March writes from Serajganj in connexion with 
M. Hasdrt Setz zan Honour the presentation on the 4th March of an address to 
f His Honour Mr. Hare by certain local Maulvis : — 
Why, we have not got even a piece of straw in return for this presentation. 
Cannot the Maulvis worship the whites with their own money? The other day 
a poor widow was saying that she had heard that the Lieutenant-Governor 
would: come to reduce the price of rice to Rs. 3 per maund and distribute 
pecuniary relief to the poor. I understand that subscriptions had been collecte 
by holding out false hopes like this. 3 
131. Referring to the Calcutta Club recently instituted to cultivate 
| friendly feeling between the English and the 
wae une native residents of India, to which asa rule none 
can be admitted except on payment of a lump sum of Rs. 100 or a contribution 
of Rs. 10 a month, the Barat Mitra (Caloutta of the 23rd March says goodness 
knows what friendly relation between the Indians and the English will be the 
result of the working of this institution. 
132. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 24th March, reporting the revival of 
| friendship between the Hindus and the Mubam- 
inn ot friendship between madans of Meerut as the immediate effect of the 
dane E Mas- and the Muhamma- Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale's speech lately delievered in 
5 that city, remarks that the Hindus and the Muham- 
madans were fast friends, invariably, all over India, until they had to be 
estranged from each other as a result of the divide -and-rule policy of Govern- 
ment. The paper exclaims that the long-standing bond of friendship between 
the Hindus and the Muhammadans will in no way get loose, do the Government 
What it may to the contrary. | 
133. Witk reference to the proposed mixed Club in Calcutta for 
Europeans and Indians, the Swades [Calcutta } of 
Caluttr Posed mixed Club in the 25th March writes :— 4 ah 
Since we have to live side by side for many 


years to come, there is nothing to be gained by living together in a state of 
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neutral hostility and hate. The way to reconciliation will be smoothed 
considerably” if the arrogance of the English be diminished. But the real way 
to union lies through co-operation and co-partnership in the introduction of 
self-government in the Empire. | 

134. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 24th March says :— 


When the Government considered it justifiable 
to convict the editor and the proprietor of the 
Punjabee for certain publications supposed to create disunion between the 
natives and Europeans, how is it that the conduct of the Eastern Bengal 
executives in thus setting the Hindus and the Muhammadans against each other 
is not being treated as an offence? 

185, Referring to the monster meeting of the Muhammadans lately 
called at Dacca by Khawja Azimullah, the Chief 
Manager of Khawja Salimullah, the Hindi Bangavas; 
Cao of the 25th March says that while attempt is being made to make 
the Hindus and the Muhammadans lay aside their caste prejudices and thus 
to bury the hatchet, Khawja Azimullah has been trying to infuse a new spirit 
of party feeling into the latter. Men such as he are not only hostile to the 
interest of their own community but also to that of the whole society and, 
worst of all, to that of Government, 


Piain speaking. 


Muhammadan meeting at Dacca. 


Uriya PAPERS. 


136, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 16th March states that the Orissa 
Association, Cuttack, has resolved to send delegates 
1 resettlement of land in to Balasore, to act in concert with the Balasore 
alasore. ° “ae ° ° | 
National Association in opposing the resettlement 
measure of Government. | 
137. Referring to the grant-in-aid policy of the District Board, Cuttack, 
in connexion with the housing of upper primary 
The housing of upper primary schools in that district, the same paper points out 
schools in Cuttack. ° 7 
that an estimate of Rs. 700 for an upper primary 
school-house may be good in itself, but the people are so poor that they cannot 
afford to pay a portion of the cost. It is therefore reasonable and advisable 
to locate upper primary schools in far more humble houses and thereby keep 
the school work agoing till better times arise. It would be most imprudent 
to abolish such schools on thesplea that houses built on the scale approved by 
the District Board are not forthcoming. 
138. The Garjatbasint [Talcher] of the 16th March joing with the 
| Utkaldarpan of Sambalpur in the latter’s protest 
ott, poogoned, 8 of against the restoration of Sambalpur to the Central 
dinces e Provinoes as prayed by a certain section of the 
dommunity in Sambalpur. The writer points out 
that the memorialists who have prayed for such restoration are but an insigni- 
ficant portion of the Sambalpur community. The majority of the people in 
Sambalpur are against the proposed restoration, as they have already tasted the 
good fruits of the policy of amalgamation with Orissa in Bengal. : 
139. The same paper regrets to find that the constant export of rice 


and paddy from the Tributary and Feudator 

Py Np eth Be | pod Gerjat States in Orissa is reducing the quantity of food- 
Ret stuffs necessary to maintain the people in those 
States. The Garjats form a mountainous country, 
having scanty means of communication. In the case of an acute distress 
prevailing over a large area, food-stuffs cannot be imported from foreign 
places so as to reach the Garjat people in time. Under these circumstances 
it is advisable to stop the export of rice and paddy for a period. The 

attention of the Political Agent is drawn to the matter at once. 

140. The Uriya and 8 of the = r states that 
= | the people complain against the decisions of the 
in Bearman settlement works officers employed in the revision settlement work 
| ‘in. Balasore, though the decisions of Maulvi 

Muhammad Akbar, Babus Radha Krishna Basu, Gopinath Das and Ambunath 
Chatterji are said to have given satisfaction, i 
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141. The same paper advises the Associations in Orissa to come forward 
1 Without delay to act in concert with the Calcutta 
al ns in Calontts. Anna Rakshini Sabha, which proposes to conserve 
food-grains in Bengal and to control the grain 

market in order to give relief to the raiyats and the middle class men. 
142. The same paper gives an account of the oppressions, which a 
The outrages in Comills, number of Muhammadans belonging to Comilla 
practised on the Hindus residing in that town, 
and wonders that the executive authorities stationed on the spot failed to 
give any relief to the oppressed Hindus. The writer looks upon the events 
narrated in the account as mysterious, and hopes that a true version of the 
affair will be made public at an early date. | 
143. The same paper strongly objects to the revision settlement in 
The revision settlement jn Bala ore on the grounds that it appears to the 
Balasore. ia people like a new settlement, that such a settle- 
| ment should not. have been broached before the 
completion of the 30 years for which the landlords and tenants have executed 
their rabuliyats, that the landlords and tenants have not yet forgotten the 
troubles to which they were put in the last settlement, from whose effects 
they have not yet recovered, that the revision settlement is going to be 
made by the help of poorly-paid amins, who must feed on the blood of 
the people, and that the loyal and docile Uriyas should not have been forced 
to undergo tlie troubles of a settlement so soon. The writer presumes that 
it is the intention of Government to abolish or destroy the middle classes 
and to settle directly with the raiyats, thereby dividing the Jand-owning 
people into two classes, viz., (1) the settled raiyats and (2) the landless and 

homeless raiyats. } | 5 

144, The Jhankar correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 
i le wok a _. 16th March states that paddy is not available in 
ank. „ tꝗbhat part of the Cuttack district even at 18 seers 
per rupee No mango is to be seen there. 
145. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that the 
| : mango isan utter failure in that subdivision of 
the Cuttack district. ; 

146. The same paper states that the plague has made its appearance 

in mauza Dogora and other villages very near the 

Jajpur town, It was primarily brought from 

Calcutta by residents of Jajpur, who had been to the metropolis on business. 

Some of these men have died of the disease, which is going to spread in 

various directions. The residents of the Jajpur town pass their days in 

great anxiety, as the plague is so near to them. | 
2 147. The same paper states that small-pox 
prevails in the Cuttack town. 

148. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that fever 

3 3 prevails in that subdivision of the Cuttack 

ublic health in Jajpur. ee . 

149. The Uriya and Navasamrad [Balasore] of the 13th March states 
that cholera prevails in and out of the Balasore 

town. ee : 

150. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 16th March states that the 
1 occurrence of fires in the Cuttack town every da 

pane fan Cotes: in the last week has made the residents of Cuttac 

| very anxious and fearful. 

151. The Jhankar correspondent of the same paper states that about 
. “ts 70 houses in village Kanakpur were consumed by 
in fire on the 12th of the current month. 3 

152. The Gamatbasini of the 16th March states that the boarding- 
ae bouse in connection with the Dhenkanal Higher 

rm = See English School was destroyed by fire on Synday 

last. 9 

153. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 16th March states that the 

sky was cloudy and there was a little rain in the 

last week. 

154. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that there 

was a good shower of rain attended with hailstones 

in that subdivision of the Cuttack district, 
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155. The same paper agreés with its contemporary of the Utkaldipita 
. „in the latter's observation that the oil - men of 
K e N Sambalpur need not be afraid of the oil-machine 
| started there by two foreigners, but should unite 
together to form a little company with the object of starting another oil- 
machine in competition. These are days of progress and competition, and 
those that lag behind the times will: have to rue the consequences, when too 
late. | | 
156. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 16th February states that the 
The Talcher Art Wares alcher Art Wares started with the object of 
a i manufacturing gold, silver, iron and vooden 
articles has proved successful and that attempts are being made to add sewing 
and tanning to it. | , 
157. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 13th March quotes 


sii, cn is Gaebeieieie from the Bengalee of Calcutta to show that the 


papers of the Calcutta University. * on translation and com position set for the 


atriculation candidates of 1907 was too stiff for 
these candidates. The same remark applies to the paper on translation from 
Bengali in to English, which was far too long. Objection is also taken to 
certain questions on geography. 

158. The Garjatbasin: Palcher) of the 16th March states that a large 

ä ma-eeting was held at Banpur in Khurda under 
Knud. lng in the presidency of Babu 222 Das, in which 
1 it was resolved that a middle English school was 
necessary for the education of the children of the Banpur people. About 
200 men were present in the meeting and stirring speeches were delivered 
by Babus Dayanidhi Misra, Basudeb Rath and other speakers present in the 
meeting. 

159. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 16th March points out that there 

* 1 , are 15 unsifis’ courts in the Midnapore district 
Indian poverty. which sold court-fees to the extent of Rs. 4,95,000 
in the year 1906. After deducting the expenses 
of the courts, which amounted to Rs. 1,21,800, there was a profit of Rs. 3,73,000 
made by the Government. About five times the above sum must have been 
spent in entertaining pleaders, mukhtars, witnesses, middlemen, touts and 
others. What is said about Midnapore is found more or less in every district 
in India. ‘i‘hus litigation contributes in a great measure to the poverty of 
the Indian people. In ancient times, the panchayets presiding over the 
village communities tried these suits and differences, and they used to manage 
them efficiently and economically. What asad change has come over the 
Indians in all these years! They must pause and reflect... The Uriya and 
Navasanvad fully endorses these sentiments and writes in the same strain, 

160. Referring to the resolution of . Ma * and — 
Association to sen ndian students to different 
a or parts of the world to acquire knowledge, the 
same paper points out that the Association stands in urgent need of money 
and that every Indian should contribute something towards the funds of the 
Association, which serves the national cause. 

161. The Gurjatbasini [ Talcher] of the 16th March states that the present 

administration of Dhenkanal stands in need of a 

3 to revive the store- store- room for the benefit of the Raj family and 
Behera in Dhenkanal. its guests and others. There was such a store 
room during the time of the late Maharaja Bhagi- 

rathi Mahendra Bahadur. This store-room was abolished when the State came 
under the management of the Court of Wards, which drew its supplies from 
the ordinary bazar. The present Raja of Dhenkanal may, if he likes, revive 
the old store-room system, replenishing the stores by drawing supplies from 
the people at favourable rates and may place the same under the control of 


an officer, formerly called Chorcha Behera. 


BIDHUBHUSHAN MUKERJEA, 
Offg. Bengali Translator. 


BENGAL! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
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Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


306. The Amrita — 3 attributes the zeal displayed by the 
ial officials who are enquiring into the Comilla dis- 
CCC desire on the part of the authorities 
to turn the tables upon the Hindus by showing that the Musalman killed 
was shot bya Hindu. This move will, however, prove unavailing, as the 
local authorities are themselves on trial, and the Government of India should 
call upon them to satisfactorily explain their conduct in permitting a rabble 
to take possession of the town. — | 
307. The Bengalee writes that the Anti-Ciroular Society’s premises were 
broken into on Friday night and the burglars 


„ oe decamped, with among other things, a harmonium 
and bicycle, in all valued at Rs. 1,000. It would be a serious reflection on the 


detective ability of the Metropolitan police if the perpetraters of this burglary 
were not speedily brought to justice. | 


(5) working of the Courts. 


808. The reduction of the sentence in the Punjabee appeal does not, in 
ee 1 the opinion of the Belaree, minimise what it 
| i a RI describes as the monumental folly of the Punjgb 
Government in starting the prosecution. The sting lies in the fact that this 
outrageous section is enforced only in the case of Indian papers. The 
Government should realise that their action not only promotes race hatred, 
but inspires hatred for the Government. It should also remembered that 
the Punjabis are more dangerous than the Bengalis. 
809. While expressing sorrow for the sufferers in the Punjabes case, the 
a Indian Empire is not surprised at the result of the 
Oe appeal, as it expected nothing better from a Civilian 
Judge. | 

310. The Amrita Bazar Patrika draws the attention of the Viceroy to the 
SL | petition submitted to him on behalf of the two 
The Attiralladinne murder case. men sentenced to death in the Attiralladinne 
murder case, and hopes that His Excellency will go through the records of 

the case and remit the sentence of death. : 
311. As further proof of the correctness of the charge that impartial 
3 justice is seldom administered in a criminal case 
** — an Indian and a European, the Indian 
Empire brings forward a case reported in the Punjabee in which Mr. N. Carter, 


a Lahore Magistrate, refused to issue a summons against a military officer 
charged with assaulting a native. This Daniel, while believing the 


complainant, dismissed his application because he could not give reasons for 
the assault. 1 


(e) — ails. 


312. The Bengalee suggests that prisoners in the position of the Editor 

i a and proprietor of the Punjabee should be treated as 

wat. oo in the Punjabes first-class misdemeanants during their detention 

oe in i. It would be inhuman to treat them as 
ordinary criminals, 


(d)—Education. 


313. Bande Mataram distrusts the Government’s generosity towards 

— aie education and ascribes it to the policy of moulding 

9 the Indians so as to demoralize them into believing 

that the country eannot do without the help of the — 7 The Britisher 
has a permanent hold on the educated Indians and wil 

the whole revenue to secure his grip and teach the Indians to have blind faith 
in an alien Government. | 7 | 


not scruple to spend 
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314. The Behar Herald accuses the Calcutta University of following a 
murderous policy of stamping out education ander 
mun” reform with 2 the pretext.of improving its status. Tha, Entrance 


Examination papers are being yearly made more 
1905 of these candidates will soon be followed by 
ds 


impossible and the exterminat on 
that of the schools. Tho er of withdrawing recognition from schools 
falling below a certain percentage of passes is an effective engine of destruction, 


but the result should teach t 6, nation to take education into their own hands 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


315. The Bengales calls attention to the notice served by the Acting 
Superintendent of the Hogg Market on shopkeepers 
that, from the Ist proximo, arrears of rent will be 
recovered with a penalty, which is to be 50 per cent, of the amount of the rent. 
Could anything be more unjust or extortionate than this unheard-of penalty ? 


Zulum in the new market. 


(g)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


316. Referring to the proposal to construct a road from Tarkeswar to 
Arambag, the Bengalee supports the prayer of the 
villagers that the alignment should be altered and 


A new road. 


the road laid from Behala to Balia. The grounds urged are that the alignment 


InDIaN MIRROR, 
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Hinpdoo PATRIOT. 
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INDIAN MIRROR, 
28rd March 1907. 


Inpian NATION, 


25th March 1907. 


sfiggested by the villagers passes through land unfit for cultivation, while that 
decided upon would have the effect of further reducing the area of arable land 
and thereby affecting the food-supply. The journal suggests that before 
anything else is done Government should raise an embankment to the west of 
the river, without which it is doubtful tliat any road will last 


(1) — General. 


317. A correspondent of the Indian Mirror complains of the inconveni- 
oo ence and hardship caused to holders of interest 
ara. in passing interest drafts by their being kept waiting for some time 
before their drafts are passed. This is attributed 
to a desire on the part of the officer concerned to ride rough-shod over the 
Indians, and the Comptroller-General is asked to intervene and afford the 
necessary relief. | | | „„ 
318. On closely examining the various features of the Budget, Bande 
— Mek Mataram describes the relief to the tax-payer as 
8 ‘‘Morleyism” designed for impeding the greater 
reforms on which the Indians are bent. The further reduction of the salt-tax, 
the handsome educational grant, and the lowering of postal rates ar 
pronounced to be devices to win the people back to the yoke which they fel 
very galling, but these tempting offers will not mislead this journal, which 
requires that the people of the soil should be allowed to manage their own 
affairs and balance their own accounts, 
319. The Hindoo Patriot congratulates the Hon’ble Mr. Baker upon the 
: 2 prosperity Budget, and considers that he has 
earned the thanks of the publio by adjusting the 
revenues 80 satisfactorily and proceeding on a line which will benefit both the 
people and the Government. as | 1 
320. The further reduction of the salt-tax is, in the opinion of the Indian 
wee Mirror, one of the most gratifying features of 
the Budget. The Indian public are very grateful 
for this as well as the reduction of the postal charges, and the Government. 
are to be congratulated also on increasing the educational grant, but the 
people will be better satisfied when free primary education becomes an accom- 
wee fact and the iniquitous opium revenue is expunged from Indian 
nance. 
321. The Indian Nation considers that the country should thank the 
mite’ Hon’ble Mr. Baker for displaying such financial 
oe ability and a generous spirit in the preparation of 
the budget. India should bless a Finance Minister, who even in a year of 


— 
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bad harvests and dislocated trade, can give proof of material prosperity by 
substantial reliefs in many directions. ™ : ’ * 
322. Reverting to the subject of the Imperial Budget, the Hindoo Patriot Hixoo Parnior, 
* anticipates a very large surplus at the close of the 0h March 1007, 
e a tate am ear, and hopes that it will lead to a further reduc- 
tion of the salt-tax. The Government is cautioned against making sacrifices 
with regard to the opium export trade without satisfactory proof that China 
does not wish to divert the profit to herself by stopping the importation of 
opium, In commenting on the allotment for railways, the journal suggests 
that more openings for the passage of rain-water should be made along the 
lines to help in freeing the country from malaria. Irrigation. embankments 
are considered equally objectionable from this point of view. Itis regrettable 
that no relief has been possible by raising the minimum of income-tax and 
making a reduction in the price of judicial and non-judicial stamps. | 
323. In commenting on the Financial Statement, the Amita Bazar Am Bann 
1 ~ Patrika thanks the Government for the generous 21% ty, 1507 
5 rovision on account of education and the further ee 
reduction of the salt-tax, but regrets that no relief has been afforded with 
regard to the land-tax, which presses most heavily upon the people and helps 
to impoverish the country. : , 


324. The Financial Statement is desoribed by Bande Mataram as an Bamps Mauinax, 
= annual feast which the fools in India give to the 2th March 1907. 
Tbid. ° ; 3 
wise men who come from the West to give them 
education, enlightenment and, above all, protection, These articles are, 
however, very dearly bought, and the conclusions ofan able reviewer of the 
Statement cannot but ee the common-sense view that the foreigners rule 
the country entirely in their own interests. 3 


625. The Amrita Bazar Patria attacks Mr. Clarke, the District Aunrra Basan 
.. Magistrate of Mymensingh, for his crusade against fn, 
mitt Clarke, District Magis. syadeshi and his ignorance of the law as displayed — 
| ymensingh. „ 1 . te 
by his wishing to summarily dismiss Babu Shama 
Charan Roy, Chairman of the Local Municipality, actually suspending Babu 
Tara Nath Bal, an Honorary Magistrate, and more recently dismissing an 
appeal preferred by one who had been ordered to be bound down under 
section 110, Civil Procedure Code, by the Second Officer of Kishoreganj 
subdivision, oe. „ a 
326. The Amrita Basar Pairika criticises the attitude of His Honour the Ane 
N Lieutenant-Governor in openly encouraging official 25 Mareb 1907 
canterpellations in the Bengel lawlessness by declining to discuss in Council 0 
— the conduct of Distriot Officers even when they 
have been guilty of gross high-handedness and illegality. In defending 
Mr. Lyall in the Council chamber His Honour falsely stated that this officer 
had acted within his powers in the Sultanganj Bench theft case. The journal 
considers that Mr. Lyall recklessly abused his powers and obtained a conviction 
of theft against men whom the trying Deputy Magistrate did not believe to he 
guilty. N 
327. A correspondent writes to the Amrita Bazar Pairika complaining of Art Daun 


the harsh treatment accorded to clerks employed Rg 


Grievances of postal elerxs. in the Postal Accounts office, Calcutta. Late 
attendance from a minute upwards entails forfeiture of a fractional part of a 
day’s leave from the period of casual leave due to the clerk. Such leave, 
though extending to 15 days and over in all other Government offices, is here 
limited to 12 days in the year; but without even adhering to this rule instances 
are quoted in which men have been granted casual leave on half pay and even 
without pay when they have had six days oy Jess casual leave in the year. 


328. The Bengalee reviews the correspondence that passed between His = Banaazas. 
Medical aid to Indi Honour and the Hon’ble J. Chaudhuri on the subject 26th March 3907. 
„ of public hospitals, and is of opinion that the 
Lieutenant-Governor's action on Mr. Chaudhuri’s representation has give n 

general satisfaction. a 
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329. Incited by His Honours refusal to discuss the conduct 
| of Mr. Lyall, the Amrita Bazar Patrika makes a 
„ Sit Andrew Fraser and his violent attack. upon Sir Andrew Fraser. and 
a. 2 2 ° ° ° 
his administration. It begins by saying that His 
Honour owes the post he holds to pleasing Lord Curzon, and that he has not 
only proved an unsympathetic ruler, but he has perpetrated various wrongs, 
fraught with great mischief to the people. os . 
330. The Bengalee writes sarcastically about the provision of Rs, 1, 30, 000 
— Will dein for improvements to the Belvedere ball room, and 
enquires whether His Honour (who had hitherto 
been known to care more for mission houses than ball rooms) did not know 
how else to allot this amount! 

The journal comments on the hard lot of the Munsiffs stationed in out-of- 
the-way places and remarks that it will doubtless greatly help them to reconcile 
themselves to their lot, to know that, though they may be doomed to 
occupy wretched quarters, the Lieutenant-Governor’s guests at Belvedere will 
at any rate be able to dance with greater grace and charm than ever. 

331. The Bengalee jumps to the conclusion that the Hon’ble Mr. Baker’s 

visit to Dacca is connected with the loan which it 

lo Nawab of Dacca and the ig proposed to give Nawab Salimulla. It has the 

fullest confidence in Mr. Baker’s shrewdness, and 

is certain that “our Chancellor of the Exchequer” will oppose the loan if on 

personal enquiry he is convinced that the Nawab is in no position to furnish 
security. _ 

332. The Bengalee writes that Pay Havildar Gulab Singh, of the 9th Bhopal 

A Infantry stationed at Allahabad, has been reduced 

e to the rank of ordinary Havildar for having spoken 

at a swadeshi meeting. He was first placed under arrest for 18 days on the 

* the District Superintendent of Police, and deprived of his sword 
and belt. 

The Bengalee can well imagine what effect has been produced in the 
minds of Gulab Singh’s comrades by this treatment. Military discipline may 
occasionally be enforced at too heavy a price. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


333. The Amrita Bazar Pairika characterises as inflamroatory both the 

1 notice convening a meeting of Muhammadans at 
ron Ealimulla and his mis. Dacca in connection with the Comilla riots as well 

— as Nawab Salimulla's speech delivered on that 
occasion. The journal appeals to His Excellency the Viceroy to ask the 
Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam to stop the mischievous doings of 
the Nawab and his party. 

334. <A contributor to the Res and Rayyet considers that defective adminis- 

n n. tration points to the necessity of Home Rule for 

— India. Since the Secretary of State is allowed to 
do as he pleases and is really the King of India, commorcial protection cannot 
be expeeted from the Ministers or other members of Parliament. Indians are 
ther — advised to work for swadesht protection, as the inevitable result of it 
will be swaray or Home Rule. 

335. Bande Mataram urges the Provincial assemblies to do sub- 
stantial practical work and so prove that they are 
no longer a Greek chorus,” only beholding and 
singing. They should have faith in themselves, in the future of their country, 
and believing in a higher destiny of the people, cease to pray, petition, and 
protest, and instead unite, resolve, and act. Government help should not be 


A Greek chorus no more.” 


sought, but the people should have their own police, education, judiciary, 

and executive. 
336. The coming Conferences, says Bande Mataram, should for the 
resent concentrate their attention on national 


p 
n Work before the Confer- education and self-protection, The former must 


be made to take root and flourish in every district, 


( 95 ) 


and the leading men should by a and precept impress upon the people 
the necessity for supporting it. Instead of spending an enormous sum 
in patronising the existing law Courts, the Indians are advised to have their 
own laws and people of their own choice to administer them. The most 
important thing, however, is to-organise their own physical strength, as the 
Courts and District Officers all derive their authority from the bullet, bayonet 
and police, And as the contemplated line must inevitably lead to a conflict of 
physical forces, the journal urges the immediate organisation of physical 
strength, so that every district will always be ready with its own supply of 
physically strong men when occasion requires. 2 

337. While all the Colonies as well as Canada are being represented at 
the next Colonial Conference in London, the 
Hindoo Patriot complains that India is being denied 
the privilege. If Mr, Morley elects to represent 
her, it is contended that he will not be able to adequately point out the 
claims and views of the Indians for want of personal experience of this 
country. 


The forthcoming Colonial Oon- 
ference. 
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